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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  i.-  accordance 
with  paragraph  4b,  AR  325-15.  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a 
result  of  subject  report  should  be  forwarded  to  ACSF0R  0T  UT  within  90 
days  of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  ileport  -  Lessons  Learner’,  7th  Sour,  run,  17th  Cavalry, 
Period  Ending  31  January,  RCS  CS  FOR-65  (R2)  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1,  (C)  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities: 

n.  (C)  Own oral. 

(1)  This  report  covers  the  period  from  1  November  1969  through  31  January 
1970,  and  is  submitted  in  accordance  vith  AR  525-1?,  USARV  Regulation  525-15, 
and  17th  Aviation  Group  (Combat)  Regulation  525-15* 

(2)  Mission,  To  perform  reconnaissance,  surveillance  and  security  for  Free 
World  Forces  in  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  To  engage  in  combat  as  an  economy 
of  force  unit  and  provide  limited  anti-tank  defease.  One  or  more  of  the  units  ■ 
may  be  placed  in  support  of  a  major  ground  imi.t. 

(3)  Organization  Stricture.  The  Headquarters,  7tb  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry 
is  located  at  cAJff  EiuJi  lA?.bi?355) ,  DRAGON  MC’RTf>.TN,  Republic  of  Vietnam,  and 
is  commanded  by  Licutoncn*  Cclonel  George  S.  Murry,  The  Squadron  has  its  full 
complement  of  cavalry  troops  as  per  MTOE  17-95T,  The  Squadron  is  currently 
assigned  Operational  Control  (minus  Troop  C)  to  the  lit!  Infantry  Division,  CAMP 
E1IAKI,  DRAGON  MOUNTAIN ,  Republic  of  Vietnam.  Troop  C  is  assigned  Opera t.ionr.l 
Control,  to  the  173d.  Airborne  Brigade.  (Sec  Inclosure  1  for  a  list  of  subordinate 
units  reflecting  the  organizational  structure), 

(li)  Tactical  Postures  During  the  reporting  period  there  wore  several  changes 
in  the  tactical  posture  of  the  Squadron.  Troop  D  which  had  been  with  Trr  o  f  in 
support  of  TASK  FORCE  TIiTTfER,  in  the  3AM  ME  TU0UT/3U  PRANG  area,  returned  tr 
CAMP  ENARI  on  13  November,  Troop  E  returned  from  the  ;iAN  ME  THOUT  area  or.  30 
December,  Tre  n  A  which  had  been  at  AN  KHE  in  support  of  the  1st  3rigr.de,  Ltth 
Infantry  Division  returned  to  Squadron  at  CAMP  El  API  on  8  December.  K  COMPANY 
(RANGER)  cf  the  75th  Infantry,  Uth  Infantry  Division,  became  OPCON  to  the  Squadron 
on  16  December.  Troi.p  C  remained  at  LAKE  ARMY  AIRV’ISID  vicinity  cf  AN  SON  in 
support  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade. 

b.  (C)  Personnel. 


(l)  During  the  reporting  period  the  following  major 
staff  positions  cc cured: 
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(a)  MAJ  Janes  S.  Hahn  316-36-6528  assumed  command  of  Troop  C  on  2  Jan 
1970,  replacing  MAJ  Joseph  A,  Tobin. 

~  (b)  MAJ  Leighton  0.  Haselgrove  267-00-9958  assumed  duties  as  Squadron 
S-3  on  3  Nov  1969,  replacing  CPT  Robert  D.  McCleary  358-22-3157. 

(c)  CPT  Clyde  A.  Hennis  526-504*866  assumed  command  of  Headquarters 
Troop  on  1U  Nov  1969,  replacing  CPT  Samuel  E,  Begley  1*03-60-8985. 

(d)  CPT  David  E,  Huckriede  5134*8-1008  ass’imed  duties  as  S-l  on  12  Dec 
1969,  replacing  CPT  Vincent  J.  Falconio  076-30-571*9. 

(o)  CPT  Paul  T.  Pennington  2l*l*-52-l598  assumed  duties  as  S-2  on  ll*  Dec 
1969,  replacing  CPT  Henry  Gc  Wall  266-7l*-ll*58. 

(f)  CTT  James  F.  Roberts  320-3L"7787-  ansumed-  duties  as  Squadron  Safety 
Officer  on  15  Dec  1969,  replacing  CPT  Randell  Ramsey. 

(g)  WOl  Roy  H.  Majors  3S2-86-0193  assumed  duties  as  S-5  on  21*  Dec  1969, 
replacing  CW2  Alan  M.  Enochs,  1*1*8-1*8-5762. 

(2)  The  following  are  personnel  occupying  major  command  and  staff  positions 

(a)  Squadron  Commander  LTC  George  S.  Murry 

(b)  Squadron  Executive  Officer  MAJ  Robert  L.  Rackley 

(c)  S-l  CPT  David  E,  Huckricdo 


(d)  S-2 

(e)  S-3 

(f)  S-l* 

(g)  s-5 

(h)  Chaplain 

(i)  Safety  Officer 

(j)  Maintenance  Officer 

(k)  Signal  Officer 

(l)  Flight  Surgeon 
(in)  CO,  HHT 

(n)  CO,  A  Troop 

(0)  CO,  B  Troop  Q, 


CPT  Paul  T.  Pennington 
MAJ  Leightcn  0.  Haselgrove 
CPT  Jimmie  A.  Yerger 
WOl  Roy  H.  Majors 
MAJ  Tracey  A.  Maness 
CPT  James  F,  Roberts 
CPT  Steven  L.  White 
CPT  Guy  W.  Fussell 
CPT  Joseph  P.  Chollack  Jr 
CPT  Clyde  A.  Hennis 
MAJ  Ronald  G,  Maxon 
MAJ  Billy  J.  Bowling 
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MAJ  Janos  S.  Hahn 

CPT  Kenneth  G,  Lininger 

7  CSM  Robert  M.  Couch 

(3)  Unit  strength  and  miscellaneous  related  data  is  attached  to  inclosuro  1, 

c,  (C)  Intelligence. 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  the  S-2  Section  activities  included: 

SECRET  Clearances  Validated  -  56 
SECRET  Clearances  Granted  -  13 

SECRET  Clearances  Initiated  -  15  - 

CONFIDENTIAL  Clearances  Granted  -  2 

TOP  SECRET  Clearances  Validated  -  7 

TOP  SECRET  Clearances  Initiated  -  U 

Security  Debriefings  -  85 

Escape  and  Evasion  Debriofings  -  3 

(2)  Intelligence  Summary  for  the  Squadron's  tactical  area  of  interest  is  as 
follows: 

(a)  KONTUM  Province:  Enemy  activity  in  KONTUM  Province  was  primarily 
characterized  by  frequent  attacks  by  fire  on  US  and  ARVN  bases  in  the  KONTUM 
City  and  DAK  TO-BEN  HET  areas.  Enemy  elements  employed  60mm  and  8?mm  mortars, 

B-hO  and  122mm  rockets  during  stand  off  attacks  on  BEN  HET  C1DG  Camp  during  the 
first  two  weeks  of  November.  Those  standoff  attacks  were  a  continuation  of  an 
increase  in  enemy  activity  which  began  in  mid-October.  On  13  November  an  element 
of  the  Uth  Mobile  Strike  Force  operating  to  the  north  of  BEN  HET  CIDG  Camp 
received  30  rounds  of  mertar  fire.  On  lh  November  the  same  friendly  unit’s 
perimeter  was  probed  by  a  reinforced  NVA  Company,  This  contact  resulted  in  2h 
NVA  KIA.  Elements  of  the  28th  NVA,  Regiment  that  were  not  employed  ir  the  DUC  LAP 
area  were  possibly  the  enemy  force  involved  in  contacts  in  the  BEN  HET  area, 

A  ROW  captured  during  an  attemped  Sapper  raid  on  DAK  TO  District  Headquarters  in 
early  November  confirmed  the  presence  of  the  K-20  Sapper  Battalion  ia  the  area. 
DAK  TO  District  Headquarters  and  the  li— U2  ARVN  Regt  CP  in  the  same  area  received 
several  standoff  attacks  throughout  November.  The  30Uth  Local  Force  VC  Battalion 
continued  harrassing  attacks  on  hamlets. and  along  highway  lU  in  the  DAX  TO-TAN 
CANH  area.  DAK  TO  airstrip  received  a  standoff  attack  consisting  of  lOCfmm 
mortar  And  75mm  reeoilless  rifle  on  2lr  November.  Elements  of  the  UOth  Artillory 
Regt.  were  believed  to  ham  been  responsible  for’ this  attack.  Sporadic  mining 
incidents  continued  along  QL  Hi  And  route  512  throughout  November-.  There  was  p 
slight  decrease  in  enemy  activity  noted  in  KON  TUM  Province  ip  early  December. 

An  element  of  the  llith  ARVN  Cavalry  engaged  a  two  company  size  enemy .  element  on 
6  December  while  conducting  security  missions  along  route  512.  The  DAK  PEK  area 
was  the  scene  of  increased  enomy  activity  during  December,  The  80th  NVA  Battalion 
was  identified  northwest  of  DAK  PEK  CIDG  Camp.  Documents  captured  by  ARVN  forces 
in  the  TOT  MCRONO  Valley  indicated  presences  of  the  KON  TUM  Provincial  unit  in 
tho  a reu.  KONTUH  City  recieved  19  rounds  of  122mm  rocket  fire  on  22  December. 

A  few  hamlets  near  KONTUM  City  recieved  harrassing  attacks  during  this  samo 
period.  During  late  December  and  early  January  enemy  activity  decreased  sign ifi - 
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cantly.  Stanaoff  attacks  were  resumed  against  allied  installations  end  firc-boaos 
as  the  second  week  of  January  approached..  Enemy  activity  increased  significantly 
in  the  vicinity  of  KONTUM  City  and  DAK  PEK,  Ch  7  January  tho  2lith  STZ  Headquarters 
rsoe-dvutT  an  82am  mortar  attack,  and  cn  the  following  day  K01ITUM  Airfield  received 
several  '122mm  rockets.  A  US  firebaso  north  of  KCNTUM  City  recit/ved  a  light  attack 
by  fire  from  an  enemy  element  that  employed  60m  mortars.  DAK  PEK  CIDQ  Carp  retfeo 
ivod  several  attacks  by  fire  during  January.  Cn  10  January  an  element  from  DAK 
PEK  CT’jG  Cam  made  contact  with  an  NVA  Company.  Friendly  Forces  accounted  for  25 
KVA.  Elements  of  the  30Uth  Local  Force  Battalion  and  the  K-20  Sapper  Battalion 
continuod  their  harrassing  attacks  in  the  vicinity  of  DAK  TO  District  Headquarters 
at  a  moderate  pace  during  January. 

(b)  PLEIKU  Province:  Interdiction  of  lines  of  communications  and  disrup¬ 
tion  of  the  GVN  Pacification  "Program  were  the  major  aims  of  enemy  elements  in 
PLEIKU  Province.  Harrassing  attacks  by  fire,  limited  ground  probes  and  mining 
were  the  primary  methods  employed  by  enemy  elements  to  accomplish  their  mission. 
Supply  conveys,  friendly  installations,  RF/PF  Hamlets  and  friendly  units  conduct¬ 
ing  patrols  were  the  prime  targets  for  enemy  activity,  Qieqy  Activity  in  PLEIKU 
Province  was  highlighted  by  a  3ix-hour  Sapper  attack  on  LZ  St.  QECRGE  (AR855lhl*) 
on  6  November.  This  attack  resulted  in  Ul  enemy  killed  in  action.  Several  weapons 
and  satehol  charges  were  captured.  The  defending  element  sustained  moderate  casua¬ 
lties.  The  interrogation  of  enemy  PCWS  and  returnee  personnel  revealed  that 
the  1:08th  Sapper  Battalion  and  the  H-15  Local  Force  Battalion  participated  in  the 
attack.  Throughout  November  the  2l*th  NVA  Regiment  initiated  contacts  on  villages, 
military  installations .  and.  friendly  ground  forces  in  the  PLEI  MRCEJG  Area.  The  6th 
Battalion,  2l»th  NVA  Regiment  concentrated  their  attention  cn  interdicting  highway 
Hi  between  PLEIKU  and  KCNTUM.  Elements  of  thisbattalion  sustained  heavy  casualties 
on  8  November  when  they  engaged  an  ARVN  Cavalry  Unit  •  to  tho  east  of  PLEI  MRCNG 
near  Highway  lU.  The  95B  Regiment  remained  active  throughout  the  period  in  the 
KANO  YANG  and  DAK  AYUN  river  area.  This  unit's  main  effort  was  directed  toward, 
interdicting  Highway  19.  Local  VO  forces  targeted,  their  activities  on  villages 
and  hamlets  participating  in  the  GVN  pacification  and  resettlement  program.  Their 
primary  mission:  were  to  procure  supplies  and  propagandize  to  turn  the  villages 
against  tho  GW  Administration.  Where  those  goals  failed,  they  employed  harrassing 
attacks,  forced  sejrritud^  kidnappings  and  assassinations  to  impress  their  will  cn 
villagers.  The  enemy’s  effort  to  strategically  locate  resupply  caches  was  foiled 
on  several  occasions.  Several  largo  rice  caches  and  weapons  caches  were  found  by 
friondly  forces  operating  in  the  south  central  region  of  THANH  AN  District  and 
the  DAK  AYUN  river  area.  Several  agent  reports  indicated  that  PIEIKU  Province 
would  experience  a  highpoint  in  enemy  activity  during  December  to  possibly  last 
until  the  TET  holiday  period.  This  highpoint  has  not  yet  been  encountered.  Captured 
documents  and.  visual  sightings  of  training  areas  indicate  that  enemy  forces  have 
begun  to  rojy  cn  sapper  tactics  to  minimize  their  casualties.  Mere  recently,  agent 
reports  have  indicate'*  that  a  significant  increase  in  enemy  activity  is  planned 
for  tho  TFT  holiday  period.  FLBIKU  City  and  military  installations  in  tho  area 
have  been  mentioned  as  prominent  targets  for  enemy  activity  fturing  this  period. 

(c)  DARLAC  Province:  Disruption  of  the  GW  pacification  effort  was  the 
primary  objective  of  enemy  activity  throughout  the  reporting  period.  Harrassing 
standoff  attacks  and  ground  probes  wero  employed  against  hamlets  in  BAN  ME  THOUT 
and  BUCN  HO  Districts  that  contained  Regional  Forces  and  Popular  Forces  Pacific¬ 
ation  Teams.  VC  prepagada  lectures  wore  given  to  villagers  throughout  the  Frcvincc. 
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The  priioary  aim  of  the  enemy's  propaganda  campaign  was  to  discredit  the  GVH  ad¬ 
ministration  end  the  US  Anted  Forces.  DAI  {LAC  province  experienced  relatively 
lil^ht  eneny  activity  duo  to  tho  shift  of  emphasis  to  the  DUC  LAP/BU  PR/JIG  an  a 
during  tliis  period.  Harassing  attacks  in  the  vicinity  of  BA.!!  ME  TriOUT  City  were 
the  most  significant  enemy  activities  in  November.  On  16  Uovember  RAN  IE  THOUT  . 
r  City  Airfield  and  the  23rd  ARVtl  Division  Headquarters  rcciev.  d  simultaneous  attacks 
by  ground  fire*  Minor  attacks  against  the  outlying  hamlets  of  BUON  D/Jffi  and  BUt  H 
D'HAM  occured  in  early  November.  During  December,  US  elements  operating  south 
of  RA1!  ME  THOUT-  City  f>  und  3  sizable  caches  of  arms  and  munitions.  A  PW  captured 
in  tho  same  area  on  25  December  was  identified  as  a  member  of  the  K39h  MV A  Artil¬ 
lery  Battalion.  He  stated  that  the  C-3  Compary,  K39U  MVA  Battalion  was  cast  of 
BAN  IE  TH3UT  City.  The  units  mission  was  to  transport  rice  to  iQLJJK  HOA  Prtvince. 
Several  sniping  incidents  wore  reported  during  December.  Enemy  activity  increased....... 

in  the  Province  during  January.  Major  ARVH  elements  that  returned  to  the  area 
probably  provided  a  mere  lucrative  target  for  enemy  elements  to  further  th|ir  ao- 
tivitios  designed  to  discredit  the  GVN  administration  oncf  its  arr.ied  forces!.  Ji  En- 
ery  elements  conducted  a  sapper  attack  against  an  ARVN  Regimental  CP  10  kilometers 
north  of  BAN  IE  TK)UT  City  on  6  January.  This  attack  resulted  in  9  friendly  KLA, 

20  friendly  VflA  and  6  enemy  KIA.  Elements  of  the  LiOlst  Loc.ol  Force  Sapper  Bat¬ 
talion  .and  the  E301  Local  force  Battalion  probably  participated  in  this  attack. 

These  units  constantly  operate  in  the  vicinity  of  the  MEWAL  Plantation.  The  303rd 
Local  Force  Battalion  is  another  major  enemy  element  operating  in  the  vicinity  of 
BAH  IE  TMjUT  .  Enemy  propagandizing  and  proselyting  activities  increased  during 
late  January  §B  the  TET  period  approached. 

(d)  QUAUG  DUC  Province:  QUANG  DUC  Province  was  the  scene  of  interne  en¬ 
emy  activity  during  November  and  early  December.  Intense  shelling  forced  the 
abandoning  of  Firebese  KATE  (YU57353G)  on  1  November.  Fircbases  SUSAN  (YU51&L39) 
and  ANNIE  (YUL63513)  were  closed  tho  following  day  due  to  the  intensification  cf 
enony  activity  in  the  BU  PRANG  area.  After  all  major  fircbases  between  DUCtLAP 
CIDG  Camp  and  BU  PRANG  CIDG  Camp  had  been  abandoned  enemy  forces  concentrated  their 
efforts  on  the  two  CIDG  Camps  and  bases  of  supporting  AHVN  Units.  Almost  daily 
i  allied  bases  in  the  DUC  LAP/BU  PRjJJG  area  rrciovod  significant  standoff  attacks 
from  enemy  elements  employing  an  assortment  of  mortar,  rocket  and,  in  some  cases, 

|  artillery  fire.  Elements  of  the  66th  HVA  Battalion  supported  by  the  K -33 j Battalia n, 

I  UOth  NVA  Artillery  Regiment  and  C-21  Company,  K-37  Sapper  Battalion  were  primarily 
(responsible  for  standoff  attacks  and  ground  attacks  against  BU  PRANG  CIDG  Comp  and 
IfiRVN  forces  operating  in  the  vicinity.  Much  of  the  artillery  fired  on  BU  PRANG 
CIDG  Camp  and  Firebase  KATE  came  from  positions  inside  tho  C.JIBODIAfc  border.  En¬ 
eny  forco3  operating  in  the  DUC  Lu’/EU  PR. JIG  rea  sustained  heavy  casualties  with 
tho  support  of  Tactical  Air  Strikes  and  Artillery  to  eliminate  the  active  threat 
of  enemy  forces  in  the  area.  Friendly  casualties  were  relatively  light  during 
most  of  the  contacts  with  the  eneny  forces  in  tho  area.  DUC  LAP  CIDG  Comp  and 
neighboring  bases  received  107mm  and  122mm  rockets,  assorted  mortars,  limited 
ground  probes.  The  28th  NVA  Regiment  and  the  K-39U  HVA  Artillery  Battalion  sup¬ 
ported  by  elements  cf  the  K-37  Sapper  Battalion  and  the  liOth  HVA  Artillery  Reg¬ 
iment  wore  primarily  responsible  for  attacks  in  tlie  JUC  LAP  area.  Antiaircraft 
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units  supportin'  enemy  elements  in  the  DUC  LAP/BU  P1LJJ0  area  employed  a  highly 
formidable  no twrk  of  antiaircraft  positions  to  interdict  aerial  support  cf , frien¬ 
dly  forces  operating  in  the  area.  Several  aircraft  supporting  operations  in  the 
area  rocievod  hits  from  12.7mm  and  smaller  caliber  enemy  weapons.  One  of  the  more 
significant  ground  to  air  fire  incidents  occurror'  on  2  IJevomber.  Three  aircraft 
from  B  Troop,  7th  Squadron,  17th  Cavnlry  were  shot  down  while  conducting  visual 
ruccnnaissanco  in  the  vicinity  of  Fire  base  HELEN  (YU801635).  Shelling  attacks  and 


ground  attacks  reached  a  peak  in  the  later  part  of  November,  Due  to  the  effective¬ 


ness  cf  friendly  operations  in  the  area,  enemy  forces  lost  their  capability  tc 
sustain  themselves  in  repeated  contacts.  As  December  passed  encity  activity  gradua¬ 
lly  subsided  to  the  point  of  negligible  contacts.  Main  force  units  withdrew  to  base 
areas  inside  the  Cambodian  Border.  Since  that  time  most  of  the  major  units  involved 
in  enemy  activities  in  QUANG  DUC  Province  wore  reported  moving  north  toward  PLEIICU 
Province  and  tho  Tri-Bcrder  area.  Although  the  emphasis  of  attacks  were  in  the  BU 
PRANG,  DUC  LAP  area,  there  were  also  directed  attacks  against  GLA  NGKDA,  and.  KEEN 
DUC  District  Headquarters  during  the  period.  Eacept  for  small  ground,  probes  and 
harrassing  attacks  by  fire,  enemy  activity  was  at  a  very  lew  level  during  January. 


(e)  BETH  DINH  Provinces  Enemy  Troop  strength  in  BETH  DETH  Province  incr¬ 
eased  notably  ihiring  the  period.  This  increase  was  caused  'ey  the  movement  of  the 
3rd  N7A  Division  from  OUANG  NGAI  Province  into  BETH  DETH  Province.  The  3rd  NVA 
Division^  major  subordinate  units  are  the  2nd  VC  Regiment,  300th  NVA  Artillery 
Battalion,  and  tho  200th  Antiaircraft  artillery  Battalion.  The  93rd,  95th  and  97th 
Battalion*  are  the  maneuver  elements  of  the  2nd  VC  Regiment,  HOI  CRANKS,  prisoners 
of  war,  and  documents  gave  positive  identification  of  the  3rd  IT /A  Division  and  its 
subc“dinate  elements  throughout  November.  The  3rd  NVA  Division  has  most  of  its 
elements  deployed  in  the  vicinity  of  LZ  ENGLISH  (BS  875010).  Tho  18th  IT 7A  Regiment 
previously  identified  in  the  AN  KHE  area  continued  its  mission  of  interdicting 
Highway  19  and  disrupting  the  Pacification  Program  in  that  area.  The  procurement 
of  food  supplies  was  the  major  activity  of  this  unit  during  November  for  proposed 
highpoints  of  activity  during  November  and  December.'  A  sapper  attack  on  tho  Air¬ 
field  at  AN  KHE  esn  Ncvembor  was  the  mo'st  significant  enemy  initiated  incident 
during  the  period.  Enemy  sappers  penetrated  the  perimeter  and  destroyed  lii  heli¬ 
copters  and  inflicted  heavy  damage  on  2  more.  Friendly  forces  sustained  li;  it 
casualties  during  this  attack,  LZ  ENGLISH  located  in  the  eastern  portion  cf  the 
province  was  the  prime  target  for  enemy  attacks  .  On  2l»  January  LZ  ENGLISH  (BR308 
U57)  recieved  a  standoff  mortar  attack,  Ebrtnination  cf  shell  fragments  revealed 
that  CS  rounds  had  been  employed.  Ehemy  forces  lauched  significant  standoff  attacks 
cn  this  area  during  mid  November  and  January.  Eneny  elements  along  Highway  19  bet¬ 
ween  the  MANG  TANG  Pass  and  the  AN  KHE  Pass  continued  a  moderate  pace  of  interdic¬ 
ting  Highway  19  and  sabateging  the  POL  Pipeline  along  Highway  19.  During  the  first 
part  of  January,  aircraft  flying  rtirbeme  Personnel  Detector  missions  and  low  level 
visual  reconnaissance  encountered  claymore  mines  planted  in  the  trees  tc  tho  north 
west  of  AN  KHE.  The  Uth  Infantry  Division  launched  operation  WAYNE  THRUST  at  the 
begining  of  the  year  to  locate  and  destroy  elements  of  the  GIA  LAI  Provincial  U.dts 
which  were  boliovod  to  be  in  near  the  western  boundary  of  BINH  DINH  Province  area 
and  the  18th  NVA  Regiment  which  had  been  operating  in  Base  Area  226  and  the  7INH 
THUAN  /alley  area. 


6 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBACB-GC 


10  February  1970 


SUBJECT:  Opernti  nal  Rt.p.>rt  -  Lessons  knmo;',  7th  Squ.-i.r<.n,  17th  Cavalry  Period 
Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CS  FOR- 65  (R2)  (U) 


Several  indnntification3  of  elements  --f  th._  18th  Regiment,  C-2  Sapper  Company,  and 
2nd  VC  Regiment  ha  vo  boon  obtained  since  tho  start  of  this  operation.  Sizeable 
arms,  ammunitions  and  fond  caches  have  been  found  in  Base  Area  226  and  tho  VINH 
THUAN  Valley  Aren. 

d«  (0)  Oiorati  not  (Operational  Statistics  attached  ns  inclosure  2)  . 

(l)  Units  sup  'ortc'1  and  maintenance  fttnriVVwna  by  number  of  days: 

UTH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 

‘  i?3d  man 


UNIT 

1st  Bde 

2nd  Bde 

3rd  Bde 

TF.  Figbtor 

Abn  Bde 

Other 

DOWN 

TRP  A 

35 

7 

20 

— 

18 

12 

TRP  B 

57 

7 

— 

11 

— 

7 

10 

TRP  C 

— 

— 

— 

— 

81 

-- 

11 

TRP  D 

21 

1 

12 

12 

__ 

36 

10 

(2)  Uth  Infantry  Division  Operation  Supported: 

(a)  The  Uth  Infantry  Division’s  general  opera tV ns  plan  is  Operation 
HINES.  The  mission  for  Operation  HINES  is  tc  conduct  sustained,  cocrdinatod  and 
c nciiine'’  offensive  operations  to  destroy  enemy  mein  and  local  forces  units,  'destroy 
or  neutralize  enemy  br.se  areas,  interdict  high-sliced  infiltration  routes,  conduct 
operations  wherever  possible  with  Army  Republic  of  Vietnam  and  Government  of  Victnai 
agencies  to  assist  in  the  protection  of  urban  areas,  and  to  sup-wrt  Government  of 
Vietnam  Pacification  efforts  and  civil  programs, 

(b)  Tho  Squadron  supported  the  Uth  Infantry  Division's  participation  in  the 
Government  of  Vietnam  Pacification  and  Development  Plan  for  1969  (WnSHINGTCN  IRES) . 

(c)  Troop  A,  during  the  reporting  period  operated  in  support  of  tho  1st  and 
2nd  Brigade's  of  tho  Uth  Infantry  Division  in  the  vicinity  of  AN  KHE,the  3rd 
Brigade  in  the  vicinity  of  CAMP  ERARI,  and  conducted  operations  in  7th  Squadron, 
17th  Cavalry  areas  of  operation  located  to  the  northeast  .and.  southeast  of  PLEIiCU. 
During  tho  first  three  weeks  of  November  the  troop  operated  to  tho  southwest  and. 
west  of  AN  KHE  in  support  of  the  1st  Brigade  and  occasions ly  in  sup-.x-rt  of  tho 
3rd  Brigade  to  the  west  of  CAMP  EKAHI.  During  the  last  week  of  Ncvo.nb;r ,  the  3rd 
Brigade  was  supported  exclusively.  Operations  wore  against  ~the~95-B  arid  18th  Horth 
Vietnamese  Aruty  Regiments,  In  the  m  nth  of  December  the  trocri  conducted  visual 
roc-ntwissance  in  tho  squadron’s  area  of  operation  and  occasionally  in  sup  x-rt  of 
tho.  3rd  Brigade  to  the  west  of  CAMp  ENARI.  In  the  month  of  January  the  troop 
supported  the  2nd  Brigade  Operation  PUTNAM  POWER  to  the  northeast  of  AN  KHE.  Both 
Operations  wc.ro  search,  clear,  and  destroy  operate  ons  against  the  3rd  North  Viet¬ 
namese  Army  Division,  During  the  entire  threo  months  Troop  A  was  very  successful 

in  locating  the  enemy  base  areas,  bunker  complexes,  awl  infiltratirn  routes.  Tlx 
aoro  rifle  pl.-to  n  was  inserted  35  times  to  develop  situations  and  search  enemy 
cennlexcs.  The  tro  p  reported  killing  $8  VC/NVA  during  the  period  and  ..  largo 
number  of  eiemy  bunkers  and  structures  were  destroyed. 
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(d)  Troop  B  operatod  in  sup  'ort  of  TASK  FORCE  FIGHTER  and  Operation 
SPREAGINS  WHITE  in  the  RAM  MET  THOUT  /  Bti  PRANG  area.  Opomtion  Y  AYNE  TH  ’JST,  a 
Uth  Infantry  Division  operation,  was  supported  hy  the  troop  operating  in  the  AH 
KHE  area.  Operation  SPREAGINS  WHITE,  a  1st  Brigade  operation  was  conducted  from 
11  November  1969  to  29  December  1969  in  the  same  area  ns  TASK  FORCE  FIGHTER. 

Troop  B*s  mission  of  reconnaissance,  security  and  surveillance  in  support  of  tbo 
23rd  Division,  Army  Republic  of  Vietnam  remained  the  same  during  both  operations. 
(An  after  action  report  on  tho  FIGHTER/SPREAGINS  WHITE  operation  is  attached  at 
inclosure  U).  The  Troop  returned  to  squadron  control  at  the  end  of  December  and 
in  January” supported  operation  WAYN  ■,  THRUST  and  operation  PUTNAM  POWER  in  tho 
vicinity  of  AM  KHE  against  the  3d  North  Vietnamese  Army  Division  and  the  18th  North 
Vietnamese  Regiment.  B  Troop  wa$  aucccasfbl  in  discovering  enemy  base  areas,  infil¬ 
tration  routes  and  bunker  complexes.  The  weather  during  November  hampered  tho 
troop's  operations  to  a  large  extent.  A  large  number  of  enemy  bunkers  and  struo- 
tures  were  destroyed  by  the  troop,  B  Troop  reported  killing  3h  VC/NVA  during 

tho  period. 

(e)  Troop  C  provided  reconnaissance,  security  and  surveillance  for  the  173d 
Airborne  Brigade.  The  Brigade  was  engaged  in  a  pacification  program  in  the  popu¬ 
lated  coastal  areas  from  QUI  NHON  north  to  the  I  Corps  border.  Troop  C  targeted 
its  operation  against  the  3d  North  Vietnamese  Army  Division  and  the  2nd  Viet  Cong 
Regiment  which  were  believed  to  be  in  the  mountainous  AN  LAO  VALLEY  area  and 
CROWS  FOOT  area  (BR7U80)  to  the  west  of  the  coastal  plains.  During  the  period 
weithor  hampered  the  troop's  operation, often  denying  access  to  the  mountainous 
enemy  base  areas.  The  troop  operated  along  the  lower  coastal  areas  against  local 
force  Viet  Cong  when  access  to  the  base  areas  was  not  possible.  Enemy  elements 
engaged  during  the  period  were  usually  squad  size  or  smaller.  Numerous  bunker 
complexes  and  tunnels  were  discovered.  C  Troop  destroyed  nemerrus  structures  and 
bunkers,  captured  several  Viet  Cong  and  North  Vietnamese  Ahqy.  soldiers  and  reported 
several  kills.  By  employing  organic  firepower,  air  strikes  and  artillery  the  troop 
was  very  successful  in  intjtjrdicting  enemy  movement  from  the  mountain  base  areas 

to  the  costal  villages*  | 

(f)  Troop  D  returned  to  Squadron  at  CAMP  EHARI  on  13  November.  It  tad  been 
OPCON  to  TASK  FORCE  FIGHTER!  in  the  BAN  ME  THOUT/BU  PRANG  area  and  its  mission  had 
been  to  provide  security  for  the  BAN  ME  THCUT  ammunition  supply  point  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  ready  reaction  force  for  B  Trocp.  (See  Inclousure  U,  after  action  report 
on  TASK  FORCE  FIGHTER).  From  13  November  to  13  December  the  troop  conducted 
search  and  clear  missions  in  the  l*th  Division  TAOR  vicinity  of  CAMP  EHARI,  and 
convoy  security  between  CAM?  EHARI  and  CHEO  HEO  in  support  of  the  Uth  Division. 
During  the  remainder  of  December  the  trocp  operated  principally  in  the  Squadron's 
northern  assigned  area  of  operations.  The  principal  mission  during  this  period 
was  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  and  to  be  prepared  to  act  as  a  re¬ 
action  force  for  A  Troop  which  was  conducting  a  visual  reconnaissance  in  the  same 
area,  3  January  through  23  January,  the  troop  supported  the  Uth  Infantry  Division 
in  the  vicinity  of  AN  KHE.  The  troop  served  as  road  security  between  CAMP  RAD- 
CLIFF  at  AN  KHE  and  FIRE  BASE  El ’ELIA  3Rii75597.  They  returned  to  CAMP  EHARI  on  23 
January  and  conducted  several  small  operations  in  the  CAMP  EHARI  TAOR.  During  tho 
November  and  December  operations  several  large  rice  caches  were  found  by  tho  troop 
There  were  negative  significant  incidents  during  January. 
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(g)  K  Company  (RANGER)  of  the  75th  Infantry,  Uth  infantry  Division  camo 
under  operational  control  of  the  Squadron  on  16  December.  The  lone  range  recon¬ 
naissance  patrols  proved  to  be  very  valuable  to  the  Squadron  in  finding,  observing 
and  ambushing  VC/NVA  elements.  Tho  long  ranro  roc  annissance  patrol  teams  -'tree- 
ted  tho  troop  elements  into  several  enemy  dements.  K' a^paay  supported  the 
Squadron  operations  in  its  northern  and  southern  assigned  A0*a  in  December.  In 
January  the  company  was  eiqployed  in  a  screening  rcle  for  the  Uth  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion's  operations  in  *ho  vicinity  of  AN  KHE.  The  element  was  made  OPCCN  to  the  1st 
and  2nd  Brigade,  Uth  Infantry  Division  on  23  January. 

e.  (U)  Ougr.nl  inti  on.  No  change  since  last  ORLL. 

f.  (U)  draining. 

(l)  The  Army  Aviation  Refresher  Training  School  Program!  the  maint¬ 
enance  program  of  the  squadron  continues  to  be  greatly  enhanced  as  a  result  f 
refresher  training  provided  by  these  courses.  (Inclosure  3) 


(2)  Aviation  Training:  (Inclosure  3) 

(3)  Special  Training 

(a)  One  individual  completed  the  Jungle  EDviorr nmental  Survival 
Training  Course  in  the  dhil lip pine  Islands. 

(b)  One  individual  completed.  the  PACAF  Life  Support  School  at 

Okinawa. 


g.  (C)  Logistics; 

(l)  Surolies : 

(a)  Class  I  -  Rations  for  squadron  elements  at  CJfP  SHARI  were 
.’ravn  from  the  Uth  Infantry  Division  at  AN  KHE,  rations  for  Troops  A,  B  and  D  wore 
drawn  from  tho  1st  Logistical  Command  Logistical  at  HAN  HE  THOUT-EAST  prior  to 
their  return  to  base  camp  and  C  Troop  drew  their  rations  from  the  Logistical  Com¬ 
mand  at  AN  SON. 

(b)  Class  H  -  Packaged  POL  products  were  requisitioned" " through 
the  88th  Supply  and  Service  Battalion  and  issued  by  S-U  to  the  troeps.  POL  products 
for  A  Troop  wore  supplied  by  the  1st  Brigade,  Uth  %fantry  Division  at  AN  KHE,  the 
requirements  for  C  Troop  were  supplied  by  the  1st  Logistical  Command  at  AN  SON 

araJ  theso  for  B  and'  D  Troops  were  supplied  by  tho  1st  Logistical-  Command  Logistical 
Support  Activity  at  BAN  ME  THOUT-East  prior  to  thc?.r  return  to  base  camp. 

(d)  Class  17  -  Construction  was  acquired  through  the  local 
PA* E  by  unit  commanders. 
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(c)  Clpfip  V  -  '.w.unition  v;ns  requisitioned  from  A* munition  supply 
Points  31*0,  31*1  and  unnumbered  ASP's  located  at  TAM  M.  T'lOUT-LAST  am'  i'!Jl  NUON. 

(f)  Class  VII  -  Major  end  items  vero  requisitioned  from  the  P-’th 
Sujjply  and  Service  'attalion. 

(2)  Requisitions  submitted  during  the  quarter: 

nonexpendable  -3&* 

Requisitions  completed  -  61* 

Requisitions  cancelled  -  Ilf 


Turn-ins  -  358 

(3)  A  reconciliation  of  all  outstanding  requisitions  was  made  with  the 
CE  th  Supply  ami  Service  battalion  each. month. 

(1*)  Report  of  survey  submitted  -l6 

(5^  Combat  losses  submitted  -  13 
h.  (0)  Co.T.Tunicstli.ns}  Signal  and  Message  Center  Operations. 

(1)  General:  During  this  quarter  the  number  of  mesrapes  processed  by 
the  me r' age  conter  r<- rained  relatively  constant.  Although  total  ner-ares  sent  out 
dropped  by  approximately  1*00,  the  total  message  received  increased  by  approximate¬ 
ly  the  same.  During  this  quarter  the  Squadron  Communications  Flatoon  maintained 
a  forward  detachment,  to  include  RTT  and  4  switch  board,  at  BAM  ML  ThCUT-East 
until  10  Dec  69.  Only  1  Jan  70  a  forward  element  as  again  deployed  with  RTT 
capability,  to  AH  1QX.  The  unit  was  still  operational  at  the  end  of  the  quarter. 


(2)  Operational  Statistics:  (See  Inclosure  5) 

1.  (tr)  Material. 

(1)  Aircraft  maintenance  support  is  provided  to  the  Squadron  by  two 
direct  support  units  as  indicated  below: 


UNIT/LOCATTON 
VJH,  CnH  EuRl,  FLLISCU 
A  TROOP,  CAMP  LHAEI,  FLLUfU 
D  TROOP,  CAMP  LHARI,  PLSKU 
C  TROOP,  LAME  AAT,  AN  SOP 


DSTJ/LOCj.TION 

OTiiirreTT^&liF  HOLLOWAY,  PLTIKU 
60ljTH  DSU  ,  CUT  HOLLO.VAY,  PLLIOJ 
60l*TH  DSU,  C.1P  HOLT  CAT  AT,  II^IKD 
79TH  DSU,  vUI  NHON 
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(2)  Vehicle  maintenacne  support  is  provided  by  two  direct  support  units 
as  indicated  below: 

unit /Location 

Miff,  (5,'J-IP  ENA’tl,  PLEIKU 

A  TROCP,  CAMP  ENARI,  PLEIKU 

B  TRCCP,  CAMP  ENARI,  PLEIKU 

C  TROCP,  LANE  ARM!  AIRFIELD,  AN  SON 

D  TROOP,  CA?T>  SNARI,  PLEIXU 

(3)  When  B  Troop  va3  located  at  BAN  ME  TROUT  a1  portion  of  the  unit's 
maintenacne  element  was  located  with  the  troop  to  perform  unscheduled  maintenance 
and  light  combat  damage.  All  heavy  maintenance,  was  accomplished  at  CAMP  EN’JII. 

The  organic  and  attached  maintenance  elements  of  A  Troop  moved  with  the  trocp  when 
it  was  deployed  from  AN  KHE  to  CAMP  ■  EHiAil . 

(U)  Statistics  on  aircraft  strenght  and  availability  is  included  in 
inclosure  8, 

j.  (U)  Civil  Affairs: 

(1)  General:  Major  areas  of  concentration  during  the  last  quarter  were 
live  stock  development,  education,  recreation,  sanitation,  renovation  of  public 
buildings  and  sponsoring  of  social  events. 

(2)  Operation  and  Training  Activiiesi 

(a)  PLEI  POO  MIA  (AR803366)  During  the  last  quarter  the  Civil  Affairs 
Team  gave  instruction  for  proper  maintenance  and  uso  of  the  Ml  and  M2  carbine 
to  its  RF/FF  force,  A  visit  was  made  to  a  neigboring  village  (PLEI  BRCC  RONQAL) 
and  30  chlldem  were  persuaded  to  enroll  and  attend  the  PLEI  POO  MIA  school. 

Maximum  effort  to  provide  transportation  for  the  children  was  also  undertaken. 
Another  teacher  was  acquired  and ‘materials  are  being  obtained  for  adding  another 
room  to  the  school  house, 

. .  (b)  LA  SON  (AR817376)  During  the  past  quarter  the  Civil  Affairs  Team  had 

one  girl  enrolled  in  a  three  month  oc«ri*>  for  nursing  at  PLEIKU  PROVINCE  Hospital. 

(3)  Logistics:  The  Civil  Affairs  received  support  from  LE  TRONO  DISTRICT, 
the  Squadron  Chaplian,  PLEIKU  AIR  BASE  S5,  personal  resources  of  team  members, 

PLEIKU  Hospital,  Uth  Medical  Battalion  and  the  Uth  Infantry  Division  Gfj. 

(h)  Civil  Affairs:  The  following  is  a  list  of  projects  completed 
during  the  last  quarter, 

(a)  Education:  Painting  of  the  school  houses,  resupplying  cf  basic 
school  material  and  arrangements  for  the  hiring  of  another  school  teacher' wj&e 
accomplished, 
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(b)  Sanitation* 

(1)  The  S-5  team  improved  the  shower  facilities  and  provided  a  place 
to  wash  clothing. 

(2)  A  general  clean  up  program  vr.s  conducted  throughout  both  villages, 
and  soap  was  distributed. 

(c)  Stock  Developments  Four  cows  wore  received  from  LE  TRU01I0 
District  and  shelters  were  distributed. 

(d)  Recreation*  The  team  built  a  play  ground  at  FLE1  POO  hGA, 
and  a  temporary  swimming  pool  which  was  a  groat  success. 

(e)  Renovations*-  The  remodeling  of  two  council  houses,  one  church 
and  one  school  house  was  completed. 

(f)  Social  Events*  The  team  sponsored  two  Catholic  Youth  Conventions, 
which  attended  by  youths  from  three  different  districts  and  two  end  of  year 
parties,  attended  by  school  chil&reo  and  their  parents. 

(g)  Psychological  Operations*  Movies  wero  shown  and  leaflets  were 
distrfimtod  to  the  villagers. 

Ch)  Transportation*  Transcortation  was  provided  to  move  the  people 
to  medical  facilities,  market  and  also  to  transport  children  to  and  from 
school* 

(i)  Misc*  The  team  distributed  approximately  U,000  lbs  of  food  and 
provide  2  miles  of  barbed  wire  for  Perimeter  defense. 

k.  (TJ)  Accident  Prevention* 

(1)  The  accident  rate  per  100,000  flying  hours  was  1*0.8  for  this 

quarter* 

.  (2)  Accident  rate  statistic  for  this  quarter  are  as  attached  at 

Znclosuro  9.  . 

(3)  Accident  Summary  for  quarter  by  month* 


1*  ljNov  69,  B  Troop  AH -10  #68-1501*7,  Pilot  CPJC  &qftelcher.  Major  drunago. 
pilot  experienced  loss  of  direction  control  on  takeoff  and  aborted.  After 
successfully  landing  the  aircraft,  the  pilot  ettensrt  to  pick  the  aircraft  uy 
to  a  hevor,  tho  tail  turned  to  the  right  with  the  tail  rotor  striking  an 
engineer  stake  resulting  in  major  damage.  There  -were  no  injuries. 

2.  20  Nov  69,  C  Troop,  OH-61  #67-16086,  Pilot  WOl  Exner,  Aircraft  was  totally 
destroyed.  Tho  pilot  experienced  an-  apparent  antitorque  failure  while  conducting 
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a  low  altitude,  low  axed  visual  reconnaissance.  Aircraft  went  into  rapid,  360 
degree  turns,  crashed  into  the  trees  and  burned  upon  impact.  Pilot  was  killed  and 
observer  sustained  serious  injuries. 

(b)  December  Pour  accidents. 

U  Dec  69,  C  Troop,  AH-10  #67-l56ij2,  ilot  U01  llergen.  Major  damage. 

The  engine  failed  during  normal  operation.  The  pilot  was  on  a  visual  reconnais¬ 
sance  mission  over  adverse  terrain.  He  autorotnted  into  a  river  bed  and  did  an 
outstanding  job  in  limiting  damage  to  the  aircraft.  There  were  no  injuries. 

11  Dec  69,  A  Troop,  0H-6&  #67-1621}$,  Pilot  W01  Bierman,  Major  damage. 
Engine  failed  due  to  fuel  ex;  nustion.  Pilot  used  incorrect  a  torotativc  procedures 
to  ail  adequate  forced  landing  area.  There  were  no  injuries. 

26  Dev  69,  C  Troop,  0H-6A  #66-17753,  Pilot  CPT  Halby,  Major  damage. 

Pilot  did  not  have  -sufficient  altitude  to  recover  from  a  low  altitude,  low  sir- 
speed,  downwind  turn  while  performing  a  visual  rcconnanissance.  There  were  no 
injuries. 


30  Dec  69,  A  Troop,  0H-6A  #67-16250,  Pilot  CPT  Robinson,  Aircraft 
totally  destroyed.  Aircraft  was  flying  over  gross  voight  under  hifh  Tarsi  ty  altitude 
and  gusty  wind  conditions.  Pilot  evade  low  altitude,  low  speed  downwind  turn 
and  crashed  into  the  trees.  There  was  no  fire.  Tiro  (2)  serious  injuries  and  one 

(1).  minor  injury  resulted. 

(c)  January!  No  Accidents* 

l.  (U)  Religious  Functions. 

(1)  The  Squadron  Chaplain,  during  the  quarter,  conducted  a  total  of  15 
Sundry  and  7  weekday  Protectant  services,  with  a  total  attendance  cf  1,275. 

(2)  Catholic  iiass  was  conducted  12  times  with  a  total  attendance  of  262. 

(3)  Relieicus  services  were  conducted  at  CAMP  EHARI,  LAi'JE  AIRFIELD, 

AN  KHE  and  3A1!  HE  THOCT. 

(U)  The  7A7  Cav  Chaplain,  during  the  or or ter,  made  L01  visits  to  trocp 
arccs  and  contacted  1,106  individuals.  The  Chaplain  visited  37  men  in  the 
hospitals. 

(5)  The  7A7th  Cav  Chaplain  distributed  h  boxes  of  used  clothing  to  the 
villagers  of  PL~I  POO  NGO.  The  clothing  came  from  Rev.  James  Beadle, 

BUTTE,  MONTANA,  USA, 

m.  (U)  Medical  Section; 

(l)  The  mcdic-1  secti'n  of  this  squadron  consists  of  a  flight  surgeon, 
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11  medics  and  one  section  sergeant.  A  midic  is  assigned  to  each  of  the  aero 
rifle  platoons  aad  one  to  each  of  the  thrth.  platoons  of  D  Troop.  The  forward  aid 
station  at  BAN  MS  TIKXJT-E  -ST  was  closed  on  27  December  1969.  With  the  exception 
of  C  Troop,  all  troop  receive  their  primary  medical  care  from  the  Squadron 
aid  station.  C  Troop  remains  at  LANE  AIRFIELD,  A-’  SC*f,  and  receive  their  nodical 
aid  from  the  5U6th  Medical  Detachment. 


(2)  At  CAilP  lL'IARI,  the  Squadron  aid  station  is  supported  by  the  l*th  MCeV 
leal  Battalion  of  tlus  lith  Infantry  Division,  with  laboratory.  X-ray  and  medical 
supplies. 


(3)  Medical  Statistics! 


Patient:  visits 

Iimmonizntiona 

Vcncral  Disease 

Malaria 

Diarrhea 

Hepatitis 


Previous  Qtr»  Kept.  Qtr. 


765 

5U8 

2li 

2 

0 


797 

1766 

52 

0 

0 

1 


2.  (C)  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Commander's  Observations,  Evaluations 

and  Recommendations. 


a.  (U)  Personnel :  None 

b.  (U)  Intelligence:  Survival  Rations  for  Air  Crewmembers. 

(1)  Observations:  Two  air  crewmen  of  this  command  were  shot  down  on 
2  November,  captured  and  later  returned  to  U.S.  control.  They  pointed  out  that  the 
intensity  of  enemy  activity  in  the  area  in  which  they  were  shot  down  prevented 
freedom  of  movement  to  obtain  food  during  the  period.  , 


(2)  Evaluations:  A  need  existed  for  a  concentrated  food  that  could 

have  been  carried  on  the  individual,  A  long  range  patrol  ration  (FSN:  9870-926- 
9222)  i'its  very  easily  in  pockets  of  Nomex  Flight  Uniforms.  One  man  can  sustain 
himself  several  days  on  one  ration  of  this  type. 

(3)  Recommendation:  That  all  aviation  units  obtain  this  item  and  issue 
one  per  air  crewmember. 


(4)  Command  Action:  Long  range  patrol  Rations  (FSN:  8970-926-9222) 
were  drawn  by  the  Squadron  S4  and  issued  to  the  Troop  Supply  sections  for 
controlled  issue  to  air  crewmembers. 


c.  (C)  Operations: 


(1)  Operational  Control  (0PC0N)  of  the  long  range  reconnaissance 
patrol  (LRRP)  in  the  Air  Cavalry. 
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(a)  Observation:  The  7/17  Air  Cavalry  Squadron  working  directly  with 
LRRP  teams,  was  able  to  rapidly  react  to  intelligence  information  provided 
by  the  LRRP  teams  in  order  to  locate  and  neutralize  detected  enemy  elements. 

(b)  Fvaluation:  The  Air  Cavalry  Troop's  ability  to  provide  immediate 
visual  reconnaissance  with  observation  aircraft,  instant  and  accurate  gunship 
fire  and  infantry  exploitation  of  contacts  is  extremely  effective  In  expanding 
the  reconnaissance  effort  of  US  Forces. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  LRRP  teams  be  placed  in  an  0PC0N  status  to 
the  Air  Cavalry  Squadron  if  they  are  operating  in  the  same  area.  This  will 
enhance  the  enemy  intelligence  gathering  and  provide  quick  interdiction  and 
neutralization.  Assets  for  insertions  and  extractions  must  be  provided  from 
other  resources. 

(d)  Command  Action:  This  unit  employs  this  technique  when  operating  in 
support  of  the  4th  Inf  Div. 

(2)  Effective  Employment,  of  Platoon  Mortar  Squads. 

(a)  Observation:  During  troop  operations  the  mortar  sections  of  each 
of  the  platoons  were  frequently  employed  as  a  battery  located  at  the  troop 
night  location  while  the  platoons  operated  in  the  AC. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  mortar  squads  were  frequently  detached  from  their 
respective  platoons  and  there  was  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  platoon  leaders 
and  platoon  sergeants  to  neglect  their  mortar  squads  in  matters  of  training  and 
supervision.  The  operational  efficiency  of  the  mortar  section?  declined  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  amount  of  time  spent  detached  from  the  platoons  and 
employed  in  battery. 

(c)  Recommendations:  That  commanders  and  platoon  leaders  in  similar 
situations  be  aware  of  the  hazards  of  employment  of  mortar  squads  in  this  manner, 
and  employ  mortar  squads  with  the  platoons  whenever  possible. 

(d)  Command  Action:  This  problem  is  now  given  command  emphasis.  The 
platoon  leaders  spend  more  time  training  and  supervising  their  mortar  crews. 

This  has  had  effect  of  raising  the  morale  and  efficiency  of  the  3  mortar 
squads.  One  additional  action  was  to  emphasize  taking  the  mortars  with  the 
various  platoons  while  operating  in  the  AO  rather  than  leaving  them  on  the  unit 
night  location. 

(3)  Disadvantages  of  Using  M-60  Machine  Gun  in  the  0H-6A. 

(a)  Observation:  While  firing  the  M-60  Machine  gun  from  the  observer's 
seat  of  the  0H-6A  the  expended  brass  has  a  tendency  to  fly  against  the 
Instrument  panel  and  damage  some  of  the  gauges. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  expended  brass  flying  against  the  instrument 
>anel  caused  damage  to  several  instruments.  A  metal  sheet  was  devised  to 
leflect  the  expended  brass  down  and  away  from  the  instrument  panel.  The  present 
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shield  under;  ecs  c-  nstatyt  changes  and  improvements,  it  has  been  off.  c’.ivo  in  el¬ 
iminating  damn  e  V  the  aircraft  instrument  rni. 

(c)  BacR'UbKiitV  ticn:  That  all  units  employing  an  observer  armed  with 
the  M-60  mnc'ino  -run  in  tho  0H-6A.  employ  a  deflection  shield. 

(d)  Counnend  Action!  M-60  machine  guns  are  not  carried  in  the  0H-6A 
without  n  brass  deflector. 

(U)  Safe  handling  of  grenades. 

(a.)  Observation!  This  unit  has  had  soveml  instances  of  Unsafe  bail¬ 
ing  of  qrena  cs. 

(b)  'Eval'V'ticn:  On  one  occasion  this  unit  experienced  a  situation 
of  having  a  write  phosphorus  grenr.de  accidently  ‘ct, noted  while  tho  aircraft  was 
on  the  ground. 

(c)  Rocoia.ienda.tlcns:  All  grenades  should  be  stored  in  form  fitting 
cans  to  insure  tii-t  if  the  -pin  is  accidently  pulled  cr  jar*:ed  loose,  the  rrcrv' de- 
handle  will  be  ascurcd  ’  y  the  side  of  the  can.  The  form  fitting  cans  should,  be 
firmly  attached  at  appropriate  locations  in  the  .aircraft. 

(d)  Commend  Action:  All  grenades  are  being  stored  in  ready  mode 
metal  cans  until  roa.-’y  for  use.  These  cans  have  been  properly  secured  inside  the 
aircraft. 

d.  (U)  OhGAdlZATIOH.  NONE 

e.  (U)  TRADUHO.  NONE 

f .  (0)  LOGISTICS.  Modification  of  class  V  basic  load  for  the  Air  Cavalry 
Squadron. 

(1)  03SKRVATI0H;  This  squadron  has  experienced  ton  troop  mevements 
within  the  past  year.  Five  of  these  movements  were  of  the  PCS  type.  Those  m-  fo¬ 
ments  were  expedited  by  not  having  a  full  basic  load  of  class  7  on  hand. 

(2)  EVAI/fATIONt  During  the  past  year  tho  squadron  has  successfully 
operated  by  maintaining  a  modified  basic  load  of  class  7,  which  was  corn-rated 
from  average  daily  expenditures  of  a  tro-p  in  contact.  This  nodificaticn  has 
enabled  the  troops  of  the  squadron  to  maintain  greater  mobility  and  to  move 
within  the  time  period  r.Uoted.  The  process  of  turning  in  the  basic  lord  and 
drawing  another  with  each- more  requiredpfour  '3..&.P  trailers  pad  two  additional;..-'*- . 
days. 

(3)  Rccoi.TmcndaticnsJ  It  is  recommended  that  USAR7  Reg  735-28  be 
reviewed  to  redu.ee  tho  number  of  rounds  per  won  ;.on  for  the  Air  Cavalry  Squadron, 
to  facilitate  the  Air  Mobile  Ccncept. 

(!.)  Command  Action:  The  modified  b.-nic  loads  were  consolidated  and 
maintained  by  tho  S-I4  Section  for  those  tro  ops  located  at  Squndrcn  Headquarters . 
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rcsponnibllityjtr  insure  tint  the  Squadron  Class  V  level  mi  con- 

V‘Jth  tl'°  tn''dJ-f**lud  bn^lc  (Request  for  approval  of  the  modified  basic 

load  has  been  forwarded  thru  fcemmand  channels). 

e*  ^  CO^iiruiCATIOHSi  Deploying  a  forward  detachment  with  high  frequency 
conrmnica tions^nd  Rfctfo  Tcletypo  capability  from  the  Squadron  Ccmmunica.tif.  na 
rx&'&pon* 

(I)  Observational  Durinlg  the  past  quarter  the  Squadron  maintained  a 
forward  ceinnunicnUcn  clement  .for  all  but  20  days  of  the  period. 

*b0  Raido  Tcletypo  equipment  at  the  forward  area  was 

*  lThc  oniy  equipment  available  to  perform  this 

il1  StSs  ^  %  °n  mTtcA  RTT)  OTd  by  two  ccLunications 

||  centers  there  ia  nc  back-up  equipment  available# 

no  RccoTnacndationsi  Recommend  that  TOSE  bo  changed  to  Include  a  ORC- 

)3/}i  l011  V?J1  mounted  RTT)  to  be  used  when  forward  communication  clement  is 
required  for  an  extended  peridd  of  time. 

(I I)  Cgamand  Actj-ni  Coordination  with  l?th  CAG  Signal  and  1st  Avn  Bdc 

has  been  made  and  a  request  for  modification  to  the  TOSS  will  be  submitted  in  the 
near  futureu  j 

h«  (U)  MATERIAL t  AH-1G  Main  Rotor  Hubs 

(1)  Observation!  Failure  of  Teflon  Bearing  in  AH1G  main  rotor  hub. 

(2)  Evaluation!  ! 

-.-I  Indlca^ion  Of  failure  has  been  a  binding  of  the  collective 

while  bleeding  off  the  accumalator  during  shut  down. 

....  +.  .  .  ^  ^55-1520-221-20  C5,  page  3-10,  dated  April  1969,  requiras: 

tnat  the  main  rotor  hub  be  removed  and  inspected  every  300  hours*  This  unit  has 
experienced  a  high  failure  rate  of  the  teflon  bearings  prior  to  the  300  hour 

nflr,ffeCpAjn^t  as  follows!  Bearing  FSN  3120-982- 

PA  5UO-QU-110-13 ,  Pago  370,  Figure  80,  Item  la,  TM  55-1520-221-35P, 

55-lSo-221-3§?’97U*^96*  P/f  5U0^n"r>0-9>  r^-EO  370,  Figure  80,  Item  55,  'EM 

(c)  In  an  attested  to  ! determine  the  cause  of  premature  bearing  failure, 
the  unit  has  conducted  extensive  testa.  It  has  boon  discovered  chat  new  bearings 
re coive d  are  pa c ko d  in  a  corrosive  preventive  compound  in  contravention  of 
TM  55-1520-221-35,  Section  XI,  Chapter  8,  Dated  April  69.  The  tests  disclosed  that 
the  compound  cannot  bo  fully  removed  from  the  bearing  with  cut  poing  through  an 
extensive  clearing  and  heating  process* 

13)  Recommendation!  k  different  method  be  devised  for  protecting  tho 
bearing  from  corrosion  while' in  shipment . 


(U)  Comrnand  Action! 
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(a)  All  maintenance  personnel  within  the  unit  have  been  informed 

of  the  problem. 

(b)  An  KIR  has  been  submitted  on  improper  packing  procedures. 
EIR's  for  bearing  deterioration  are  submitted  as  failures  occur. 

(c)  This  unit  has  coordinated  with  the  3hth  General  Support 
Group  concerning  this  problem  and  is  now  awaiting  an  answer  to  the  finding  of 
the  investigation 

i.  (U)  FETTICAL:  None 

j.  (U)  SAFETY:  None 


9  Incl 
as 

Incl  1,2, 6, 7  and  9  vd,  HQ  DA 

DISTRIBUTION: 
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SOdJjCT:  Oper  u.ioir.1  ulport  -  Lessons  Learned,  7th  Squadron,  1/th 
Cavalry,  Period  Ending  31  J-nu.ry,  ».CS  CSl'Uit-65  (R2)  (li) 

D..,  H£.DC.U..nT.iiS,  17TH  ..VL.TIOW  GnoUP  (COiH-.l),  ..le  962A0  Febru  .ry  1  770 

TO:  Department  of  the  omy  (..CSFOU,  Un) ,  K-.shin.5t0n,  O.C.  30310 
Commanding  General,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  ..1-0  96350 

1.  (0)  This  ho^.dqudrtdrs  Ins  reviewed  the  -it  inched  report,  considers 
it  to  bv.  adequate,  rind  concurs  with  the  contents  ns  stated,  _xc.pt  ns 
indie -.ted  below. 

2.  (C)  The  following  co. wonts  and  reco.jiiend  -tions ■.-.rv  submitted: 


a .  Section  I,  Operations:  Significant  ..ctivit.ies. 

(1)  Paragraph  1b(3),  Page  3>  Incl  #2,  Personnel.  Nonconcur.  The 
reported  figures  should  agree  with  IDS  reported  31  Jan  70.  The  IDS 
figures  for  tho  31  of  J.an  :r.:  OFF-82,  '.0-120,  Ei-i-'/97,  Tot -1-999. 

(Unit  strength  should  be  Inclosure  2  (Pago  1)). 

(2)  Paragraph  1c(2),  P-.go  3*  Intelligence.  This  paragraph  should  be 
suunnriaef*  ad  lengthy  -.ccounts  of  significant  enemy  activity  be  .attached 
to  the  Oh  .as  an  inclosure. 


(3)  Paragraph  td.  Page  7,  Operations.  (Operational  Statistics  at¬ 
tached  as  Inclosurc  2,  should  read  Inclosure  f/3) • 

(A.)  F  iragraph  1f(1)(2),  Page  9,  Training.  The  .j-my  ..viation  Re- 
fresher  Training  School  program  and  Eviction  Training  listed  as  Inclosure 
3  should  read  Inclosure  #/•,  but  is  Inclosure  if 6. 


(5)  Paragraph  Id,  Page  9»  Combat  Operation  ..iter  uction  Report. 
Entry  should  be  made  for  listing  them  as  Combat  Operation  ..fter  ..ction 
rte-orts.  (lnclosur_s  <nrc  nisnumbered  as  Inclosures  k  and  5>) 


(6)  Paragraph  If,  Pago  9,  Training.  This  paragraph  should  indicate 
the  number  of  days  during  the  reporting  period  that  the  unit  engaged  in 
training.  Reference  US..juV  Regulation  525-15,  Para  5b(1)(c).  ' 


(7)  Paragraph  1h(2),  Pago  10,  Communication, 
(sea  Inclosure  5)  should  read  Inclosure  if 7. 


Operational  St  at 


(8)  Paragraph  Ik,  Page  12,'  ..ccidont  Pro  vent  ion.  This  paragraph  - 


Rstics: 


should  refer  to  Inclosure  #9,  Safety  Statistics  for  the  Feriod. 


r 


b .  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Conmnder's  Observations,  Evalu¬ 
ations  and  Recommend.-. tions. 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
19  DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 

DOD  DIR  5200.10 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

..V3..CB-SC  (10  Fob  70)  1st  Ind  24  F'bl'u'^ 

SUBJiSUT:  Operational  Report  -  I^siono  L.  -.riv-d 
Cavalry,  Period  I. tiding  31  January,  t* 

(1)  Paragraph  2f,  Pago  16,  i.odifie^tiqn.j 
tho  nir  Cavalry  Squadron.  This  ho  ’.dr LUirtors  h 
for  .approval  of  a  modified  basic  load.  Ilcford 
tion  735-28,  F.ar.a  5c,  "Comaandurs  aru  author « 
and/or  roduco  quantities  as  a/propriato  for 
cal  location,  organization,  .and  load-carrying 

(2)  r.aragr.a-.h  2h(2)(b),  lagc  17,  ifrtur*^ 

reference  ini  line s~r thru  7  of  this  paragraph 

(3)  iaigi-aph  2h(2)(c),  Page  17,  Katoria 
roforonco  is' 8-10. 

(4)  Paragraph  2h(3) ,  Ptg°  17»  Hatcri^. 
fully  documontud  by  Sin's  and  letters  to  34th 
tho  bearings  bo  shipped  in  dry  pack  vacuum  se 


,  7th  Squadron,  17th 
Cbf'u.i-65  (H2)  (U) 

f  Class  V  Basic  Load  for 
T-T  not  x'oeoivod  a  request 
nco  US.JtV  (Conf )  uegula- 
od  and  should  delete  items 
c  units  mission,  geogr.  iphi— 
capability." 

..  Thu  TU  55-1 520-221 -35F 
‘is  dated  ..ug  1969- 

L.  Thu  page  number  for  this 


Concur.  This  problem  is 
Group.  Further  recommend 
'.led  cans. 


FOR  THE  caSi.JUdn: 


Z&lJC  3zL-<- 

uOBEiCT  C.  RICE 
1LT,  ..OC 
.adjutant 


CO,  7/1 7th  ..ir  Cav  Sqdn 
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aVF*-CC-!1IoV  (,10  K-b  70)  2d  Ind 

JliyjJC'i’i  Operational  R,.purt-Lesson:;  Learned,  7th  liiuadron,  17th  C  ivelry 
for  period  Ending  31  Junuary  1770,  KC-,  C #!»•>  (R?)  (U) 

Da,  Headquarters,  1  Field  Force  Vietnam,  „P0  15. F.  '>6350  2  R  MAR  1970 

TO i  Commanding  General,  lot  aviation  Brigade,  Ail)  .J.F.  76304 

1  .  This  head  |U..rterS  haa  reviewed  mid  'valuated  subject  Upcrutional 
Report-Lessons  Learned  and  forwardi;ig  indorsement  and  concurs,  except  as 
stated  below. 

2.  Reference  Operational  Control  of  LHRr,  paragraph  2d^l)i  Nonconcur. 
The  mission  of  LRRP'a  should  be  plunned  at  a  higher  level  than  Sjuadron. 
Thia  has  proven  sucesaful  and  placing  them  under  the  operational  control 
(OFCON)  of  a  squadron  would  greatly  decrease  their  ability  to  accomplish 
their  long-range  mission. 

FUl  TlIE  U'MHAHDKHi 


CFi 

1  -  CO,  17th  AVN  GP  (C3T)  (USio  CRLL) 

1  -  Co,  7tn  Sqdn,  17th  CAV  (U-Uu  0RLL) 


3/ 


AT?  ACC- 0  (10  Feb  ?0)  Jd  Ind 

SUBJCCTi  Oneration.il  Honort-Lornona  Learned,  7th  Sutadron,  17t)i  Cavalxy 
for  period  ending  31  Jan  70,  ItCS  CC. 'OH-65  ‘  (R2)  (u) 


DA,  !E2ADJ7AR’7rI3  ISO  AYIATT2K  :  ;IC.UE,  APO  ?S3t)4 


5  APR  1970 


TUI® I  Cocmsndirv;  General,  United  States  Arsr  Vietnam,  ACMt*  A7!!GC-DGT, 

APO  O6375  - ~ - - — — - 

Commander- in-Chief,  United  3tates  Army  Pacific,  AT.Hi  CHOP-DT, 
APO  96553 

TO i  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Divelopment,  Depnrtnent  of  the 
Amy,  "./ashinfrton,  D.C.  20J10 

1.  This  headquarters  lias-reviewed  subject  report  nnd  concurs  with  the 
contents  and  indorsements. 


2.  The  following;  cononts  ano  considered  pertinent* 

a.  Paragraph  2.g.  (3),  pc,  ;o  17*  roco- mends  a  TO. I  chance  that  would 
include  a  G.'.C  142  (3/4  Ton  Van  noun  to.’  1OT)  to  su -sort  fervor.- 1  co  :  1.  r.icatian 
elements.  nonconcur.  The  requirement  to  su/port  a  teirsorary  operation 
should  be  net  by  ICO  dry  loan  or  an  in tru.-;;rouo  hcnd-rocei  ;t  Cor  addition;.! 
equi  merit  needed,  .his  headquarters  i3  advisinr  units  of  alternatives  to 
rccou. ending  a  dim.  .u  to  'COHAcJOJ. 


b.  Para;;. 'a  ii  2.b.,  ->3,38  14,  discuses  the  use  of  lonq  mu  c  patrol 
rations  as  ctier  icncy  rations  for  downed  air  crews.  C.r.ovr.  ’-h.’.o 
herdquarters  is  ar.visir.r;  subordinate  units  of  uvn.il.-.' bility  of  lory;  ranee 
patrol  rations  for  air  .crcurc'-bors. 

fch  Bee  ou.rcj.izii  ’ 


ARTnTIR  w.  LITTLE 
CPT  AUC 
Asit  AO. 


XX 


AV* GC-DST  (10  Feb  70)  i*th  Ind  x 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  7th  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry, 
»  Period  Ending  31  January,  RCS  CS  PC® -65  (R2)(U) 

Headquarters,  United  States  Array,  Vietnam,  APO  San  Francisco  96375 

TO:  Cornander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-CT, 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-lessors  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1970  from  Headquarters,  7th 
Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  and  concurs  with  the  comments  of  indorsing  head¬ 
quarters. 


2.  Consents  follow: 


a.  Reference  item  concerning  "Safe  Handling  of  Grenades",  page  16, 
paragraph  2e(4):  concur  with  the  recommendation  as  a  technique  of  safely 
stowing  grenades  aboard  aircraft.  This  information  will  be  published  in 
the  USARV  Aviation  Safety  Weekly  Summary. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "AH-1G  Main  Rotor  Hub  Teflon  Bearings", 
page  17,  paragraph  2h,  and  paragraphs  2b(2)(3)(4),  1st  Indorsement.  As  a 
result  of  the  SIR  submitted  by  this  unit,  AVSCOM  has  disseminated  to  all 
commands  the  procedure  for  cleaning  these  bearings.  This  information  will 
bs  published  in  a  34th  General  Support  Group  newsletter. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  turn’  ,A*slj»ant  Adjutant  '?oneroJ 

1st  Avn  Bde 

7th  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry 


e?5 


GPOP-DT  (10  Feb  70)  5th  Ind  (U)  ,  _  .  , 

SUBJECT: '  Operetiooel  Report  of  HQ,  7th  Squadron,  17th  Cevelry  for  Period 

Boding  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Franciaco  96558  APH  70 

TO:  Aaaiatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development ,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Waahington,  D.  C.  20310 

Thia  headquartera  coocura  in  aubject  report  aa  indoraed. 

FOR  THE  CORIANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


•l 


D.D.  CLINE 
2LT,  AGO 

Asst  AG 


24 
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OPniATIOMiV  ST.VIGTTCa  PCR  TUE  Pi’itICT) 


1.  {(')  Htaul^s 


5CRTI 

’aS 

TRUPG 

CiiRGO 

XIA»B 

STRUCTUU/S 

UNIT 

-TMPAT 

OT-rn 

.  LIFTED 

(TC!IG) 

Cl., IF 

UN  C  CNF 

DAM 

DEE? 

HO  TRP 

1526 

552 

872 

52 

— 

- - 

— 

TRT  A 

9U58 

1007 

2300 

1 

3U 

2h 

2 

78 

TR?  B 

327U 

353 

512 

0 

58 

31 

0 

72 

TRP  C 

6771 

673 

221,5 

0 

9 

0 

0 

82 

TO.P  D 

_  ’ 

m  t_  m 

. .  m 

22 

TOTAL 

21,  029 

2,  590 

5,  929 

53 

101 

55 

2 

25h 

BETAIHEES:  158 

Enemy  Material  Captured:  Enemy  Material  Destroyed: 


11  -  SIC  Rifles 
9  -  aK-1,7  Rifle 
1  -  AK-50  Rifle 
1  -  7.6?  LIT! 

1  -  Pnn  Russia  :  "istol 

1  -  B-hO  Rocket  Launcher 

1  -  U.S.  Brownin';  ai'.toriatic  Rifle 

1  -  U.S.  !  -16  ’irle 

3  -  O.S.  .30  Caliber  Carbine 
JL  -  tT.S  if— 79  Grenade  I.aunchir 

2  -  TT.<*.  M-l  Cr.rbine3 

1  -  O.S.  01mm  'or tar  Tube 
1  -  TT.S.  T'lB/JL  Claymore  Mine 
.3  -  B-liO  Rounds 

1  -  60mm  Mortar  Round 
U00  -  A K-li7  Rounds 

2  -  Komenado  Grenades 

1  -  Radio  (type  unidentified) 

1  -  Gas  Explosive  Igniter  _ 

38  -  im  Rucksacks 
1  -  Chn  Meter 

1  -  !!-2  Gunner's  Quadrant 

2  -  Canteens 

1  -  RVA  Mess  kit 
,1-  Document  Touch 
10,000  -  pounds  of  rice 


ti  -  6Qnm  Mortar  Baseplates 

2  -  H7a  Rucksacks 

11  -  Sampans 

6,3U5  -  pounds  of  rice 

bOO  -  pounds  of  grain 


2.  (C)  Aircraft  Lost  and  Damaged: 


Inclosuro  3 
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DOWNGIADED  AT  3  YEAI  INTESYAtS; 
KClASSiniO  AETEt  12  YEARS. 
BOO  OH  5200.10 


CONFIDENTIAL 


WIT 

AIRCR.'  FT 

r.*?c 

LOST 

DAMAGED 

" 

FQ  17100? 

ui:-m 

2  (Note  1) 

1 

TOOL?  A 

OM-oA 

6  (iioto  2) 

3 

UH-iH 

2  (Note  3) 

li 

AH-1G 

5  (Note  lx) 

2 

TOOL?  B 

CH-6A 

2  (Note  5) 

2 

m:-iH 

1  (Note  6) 

0 

.  A! '-10 

1  (Note  7) 

2 

TOGCP  C 

f  U-6A 

lx  (Note  8) 

It 

UH-IH 

1  (Note  9) 

1 

AM-10 

1  (Note  10) 

1 

uC'Tl'.  On'g~«CKte*it' damage ,  cno  oxtunaivo  iraintenance  - - 

NOTE  2.  Four  vro  combat  damage,  Two  were  crash  damage 
NCTE  3.  Both  were  ccnbat  damage. 

NOTE  lx.  Three  were  ccmbat  damage.  Two  wore  extensive  maintenance 
NOTE  5.  Both  were  combat  damage. 
yt’TE  6.  Extensive  Maintenance 
HCTE  7.  Con’at  narr.;;o 

MOTE  8.  Two  were  combat  damage.  Two  were  crash  damage. 

NOTE  9.  Extensive  Maintenance 
NOTE  10.  Crash  Damage 

3.  (C)  flying  Hour  Statistics  for  the  Period: 

*•  The  average  flying  hours  by  type  aircraft  by  troop: 


UNIT 

CPT-6A 

AH-1G 

UH-IH 

HQ  TO  Of  r 
TEC  OP  A 

-  200*8 

.  . 206.3 

197.8 

197.7 

TROCP  B 

15U.3 

11x2.6 

11x7.8 

TROCF  C 

152.0 

136.6 

170.1 

b. 

The 

average  flying  hours  by  type  airen 

't: 

0H-6A 

AH-1G 

UH-IH 

189.0 

153.6 

163.0 

e. 

Th; 

cumulative  flying  hours  by  tree?  and  by  type  aircraft: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

2b 


Indenture  3 
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WIT 

QV-6A 

HO  TROOP 

TROOP  A 

2008 

TROOP  D 

151.3 

TROOP  C 

1520 

TOTAL 

5071 

A!' -10 

UH-1H 

989 

1857 

1586 

12814 

1183 

1231 

1361 

U372 

5119 

CONFIDENTIAL 


TOTAL 

989 

5h$l 

UOIO 

U112 

Hj562 


Inclocure  3 
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DEPART!  i.;u  Or  TK .  AK12 
•t  AD.lAlaDHS,  7i’i  Luj  k'U  J.TfH  CUblSX 
AH’  i> AIT  ,-K.  CISCO  96262 

aV  AC3-GC  10  E-brumr  1970 

SbD.TXT:  .Combat  CWr.ti'  n  After  Acti.u  Rc;»rt 


T!5tUt  Co.  nandl .  /'  Oil  leer 

17th  Aviitii  :i  Gr>  in  (Combat) 
APO  57621.0 

. . - . -Cocnaiklint-:  Gem  rr.l  - - - 

1st  Aviati.  n  brr.'T.do 
APC  9632a 


Coi.mondinj;  Gem  ml 
l&AHV 

AH'  96375 

TO:  Co  nancTlni-  General 

United  States  military  Assistance  Co.,rannd,  Vietnan 
ATI1I:  J*aCJ3U3 
AH)  96222 


1.  (U)  »t/Rg.  AID  fiitt  (V  OrERAT’I  lh  IffH  UYAiTTHI  Dj.VILDU!  OrERATIMI  TASK  Sf  TtCE 
?ICi  lTLKAJ1HilA-rr)‘.i6  VH£iS,  Seen ony  of  Forcc/Pncificntit  n,  Res  »ctivcly. 

2.  (U)  OATES  OF  C?EAJIC;:» 

a.  TASK  FORCE  .-'I?  TER*  1  Sopteiiber  196?  -  11  "evu.iber  1969 

«■ 

b.  SHtiAOr®  t  ll’ls  11  IToveubor  1969  -  29  December  1%9 

3.  (u)  UCATIOKt  H  Cor  .s  Tactical  Zone}  oorti,  n  of  III  Corps  Tactical  Z-  nej 
IiJiUvC  AD  VvAli.  D' ■  C  ouCVDlitf 

It.  00  D  .  DCldtTa  L  uTJX;...  RTERS  _ _ 


a.  Overall  8'  .>crvi.Bicn  "as  IrYV, 

b,  :tissi<.na  were  a*:;.ignod  initially  by  TF  ilJ  lERt  Later  by  1st  Eri  ade 
ltth  Infantry  Diviai-  n. 

5.  (U)  KKPCRTT  0  OFFICER?  LTC  Oeornc  S.  Merry,  C cm, landing  Officer,  7th 
Sqwvlrun,  17th  Cavalry.  Other  mjor  unit  ccn 'ant' era; 

DOWNGtAMO  AT  3  VIAI  IHTHVAIS; 

DKUssmca  imi  12  tuts. 

POO  DM  5200.10 


INCUOSWRE  H 


»  it 
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AVBACB— 'iC 

SUPJbCT:  Combat  Operation  After  Action  Report 


NAME 

T*ir '"JSJEL  L  JOHN 
COL  JOFJPH  E  MJCKHU 
COL  HOWARD  D  VOW 
MAJ  BILLY  J  BOWLING 
MAJ  HaLPH  BURK 
CFT  KENNETH  T  LIN  INTO 

6.  (U)  TASK  ORJV'JI'ATIOH 


UNIT 

TF  FIGHTER 
1st  Hde,-  l»th  Inf  Div 
1st  Bde,  Uth  Inf  Div 
B  .Trp,  17 A7  Cav 
S3t  BAC'V  7H3y 
D  Trp,  7/17  «av 


16  February  1970 


D.  1L3 

I  Sep  -  11  Nov  1 9 

II  Nov  -  6  Dec  69 
8  Dec  -  29  Dec  69 
1  Sep  -  29  Dec  69 
30  Aug  -  11  Nov  69 
30  Aug  -  11  Nov  69 


a.  TASK  FORCE  FICKTERt  The  7/17  Cavalry  (-)  consisting  of  B  and  D  Troop 
wpre  OPCOfT;  D  Troop  was  returned  to  Squadrco  control  on  11  November 

7.  (D)  Sirp°o;triNl  FORCES:  Reference  Uth  Infantry  Division  After  Action  Re¬ 

port  (RCSs  MAJ  3-32  (h-2)  to  be  published,  and  Uth  Infantry  Diviiion  After 
Action  Report  (RCS:  KACJ  3-32  (R-21)  dated  13  January  1970, 

80  (C)  INTELLIJriCEi 

a.  Prior  to  the  start  fcf  the  operation  majorTfVA  maneuver  elements  as¬ 
sociated  with  th'  S-3  Front  had  been  occuping  sanctuary  in  the  tiri-border  area 
During  late  July  and  earlv  August,  the  location  of  the  66th  Regiment,  28th 
Regiment  and  oortions  of  the  UOth  Regiment  could  not  accurately  be  determined. 
During  August  the  B-23  Special  Forces  Detachment,  SAN  ME  THOUT  and  MACV  Ad¬ 
visory  Te-’m  at  DIA  N3HIA  had  received  several  intelligence  reports  that  inde¬ 
nted  a  major  enemy  buildup  vas  talcing  place  inside  the  CAMBODIAN  border  in  the 
DUC  LuP/5T  PRANG  area.  Recently  repaired  roads  were  reported  along  the  oorder 
northwest  of  £U  PRANG  by  aerial  observers  reconnoitering  the  area.  It  was 
estimated  that  as  many  as  15,000  men  believed  to  be  from  the  5tn  NVA  Division 
were  in  CAMBODIA  near  the  II-III  CTZ  boundary.  Positive  identification  and 
accurate  strength  estimates  Of  enemy  units  were  not  obtained  until  after  mid- 
October.  When  major  memy  elements  comitted  themselves  in^  the  BU  PRjJ.'G/UUC 
LLP  area  thev  employed  heavy  shellings  and  vigorous  ground  probes  in  an  attorn*, 
to  attain  rapid  victories  in  the  area.  Their  fetions  forced  the  abandonment 
of  several  fire  base,*  surmoeting  the  DUC  LAP/BU  PRAUG  area.  Thn  enamy  wa3 
unable  to  sustain  himself  in  reoeated  contacts  as  a  result  of  the  heavy  toll 
of  casualties  and  equipment  losses  inflicted  by  friendly  ground  forces  with 
tactical  air  and  artillery  supoort.  Enemy  activity  subsided  in  early  December 
and  the  major  enemy  units  withdrew  to  aacotuaHcs  in  CaMBODIA, 

b.  ENEMY  UNIT  ID  tNTIFI  CAUCUS : 

(1)  K-39U  NVA  Artillery  Battalion.  The  main  body  of  this  unit  was  iden¬ 
tified  south  of  KIC  LAP  on  28  October.  Their  major  effort  was  directed  at  at¬ 
tacking  allied  bases  in  the  vicinity  of  DUC  LAP.  This  unit  had  the  caoability 
of  emloying  ground  and  stand  off  attacks  using  82mm  mortars  and  122  mm  rocket* 

(2)  28th  Re-ginentJ  This  unit  had  three  Battalions  with  38O  men  each.  It 
was  identified  tin  6  November  south  of  DUC  LAP  in  the  vicinity  of  YU?867.  The 
28th  Regiment  had  the  support  of  one  anti-aircraft  company.  DUC  LAP  CID3  Carp 
and  two  ARVN  Command  posts  in  the  vicinity  of  DUC  LAP  were  the  targets  of  the 
Regiment 
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(3)  66th  Regiment:  The  66th  Regiment  was  identified  on  16  November  in  tho 
vicinity  of  DU  .'a  JIG  CIDO  Camp.  A  prisoner  of  war  captured  on  that  dnto  stated  that 
the  regiment  was  composed  of  nine  support  companies.  Tho  manuuver  battalions  of  tho 
66th  Regiment  wade  several  contacts  with  AKVi!  .and  Mobile  Strike  Force  units  operating 
in  the  DU  FUANG  area. 

(U)  K-33  Battalion,  UOth  Artillery  Regiment:  Documents  captured  8  November  1969 

at  YUl;9fl521  mentioned  the  K-33  Battalion  and  the  UOth  Artillery  Regiment.  The  — 

interrogation  of  a  Prisoner  of 'far  fnti  the  66th  Regiment  revealed  that  the  K-33 
B.att.alien  and  tho  UOth  Regiment  was  supporting  the  66th  Regiment.  This  unit  had  8 5mm 
field  guns  .and  10?  guns.  They  wore  believed  tc  be  n sponsible  for  come  of  the  artil¬ 
lery  shelling  of  BU  F.gJJG  CIlG  Camp. 

(5)  £-37  Saiptr  Battalion:  This  unit  is  considerca  the  elite  of  sapper  units  in 
the  IICTe.  Tho  K-37  Sapper  Battalion  had  one  company  supporting  the  26th  Regiment 

in  tho  vicinity  of  dUC  LAP  and  one  company  supporting  the  66th  Regiment  in  the  Du  PRANG 
area.  Their  mission  was  ts.  attack  allied  bases  in  10  to  1?  man  groups.  Rio  merits  in 
tho  BU  PlCJIG  area  vere  unsuccessful  in  .an  attempted  penetration  of  tho  perimeter 
during  tho  first  week  of  December. 

(6)  Unidentified  units  fired  .artillery  frem  positions  inside  C.llDODI A  on  BU  PRANG 
CIDG  Camp  during  an  intense  shelling  period  lato  November  and  e.arly  December. 

c.  Terrain:  Elements  cf  the*  Aquae’ run  supporting  TiJbK  FCKCE  FIGifTER  vero  employed 
primarily  in  wU.J-'G  DUC  PROVINCE.  The  province  is  primaril  >  mountainous  with  elevations 
averaging  900  feet  above  sea  level.  The  mountainous  condition  did  not  foyer  enemy 
movement  in  tho  area.  They  vorc  advantageous  for  enemy  use  of  n.ccillc33  rifles  and' 
ether  flat  trajectory  weapons  on  firehoses  in  the  BU  Piu'J.'G  area.  Routes  of  movements 
were  noted  primarily  alone;  trails  near  streams.  The  thick  vegetation,  primarily 
triple  canopy  junglu  in  most  areas,  afforded  excellent  concealment  along  routes  of 
travel.  LiU/JIG  DUC  PROVINCE  contains  a  pre-pondcranceof  streams  that  generally  flew 
southwesterly,  and  drain  into  larger  tributaries  that  make  their  way  to  tho  MEKONG 
IiT/LIi.  Several  rafts  were  sighted  in  streams  throughout  the  province,  indicating 
that  the  cur  ’V.  and  depths  of  some  of  tho  streams  were  obstacles  to  novements  in 
the  area  but  .  ci.  ated  movement  of  the  enemy  rafts.  Highway  1U  is  tho  major  read 
in  <<Ua3JG  DUC  PROVINCE.  It  is  hard  surfaced  and  in  a  serviceable  condition  in  most 
areas,  Militarily  it  was  net  significant  during  this  operation  for  travel  purposes. 

It  was  noted  that  the.  enemy  forces  had  improved  reads  along  the  CAKECDIAN  border  by 
covering  them  with  bamboo  matting.  There  arc  several  dirt  trails  northeast  of  EU 
PRANG  that  afford  excellent  acccs3  to  CiUANG '  DUC  PROVINCE  in  that  area.  The  patterns 
of  trails  indicated  that  entry  forces  followed  the  path  of  le-ast  rests tancc  in  most 
areas  to  avoid  thick  vegetation.  It  was  pointed  out  by  two  returnees  captured  by 
enemy  forces  that  the  enemy  male  maximum  use  of  the  military  erect  cf  hill  masses  to 
build  bunkered  positions.  Triple  canopy  vegetation  limited  aerial  observation  in 
several  areas.  Tho  Lack  cf  landing  zones  limited  employment  of  the  aero  rifle  platocn 
and  D  Troop  in  their  role  as  an  airmobile  reconnaissance  force  in  most  areas 
reconnoitered  by  tho  air  cavalry  troop. 
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d«  Weather:  QUAllG  DUC  PROVINCE  experienced  hoavy  rains  and  ground 
fog  that'^liiiltod  Ilyina  frim  September  until  early  October*  The  miry 
condition  probably  was  o.  deciding  factor  for  the  ertry's  delay  until  late 
October  to  launch  their  offensive  in  the  area.  The  trafficability  created 
by  the  rain3  would  have-  made  movement  of  heavy  artillery  pieces  dif¬ 
ficult  if  the  enciry  had  attempted  V  move  into  the  position  thv.y  occupied 
<turing  the  height  of  their  offensive.  During  September  to  rdd-Octobcr4 
overcast  conditions  prevailed  during  the  early  morning  hours.  Ceilings 
lifted  to  500-1000*  during  the  day  only  to  deseni  in  the  late  afternoons. 

As  the  transition  to  the  dry  season  cccurcd  QU.MG  DEC  PROVINCE  had  light 
ground  fog  that  dissipated  by  late  noming.  Except  for  occasional  over- 
cast  conditions  in  the  late  afternoon,  skies  wore  predominately  high- 
scattered  with  unlimited  visibility.  High  wind  renditions  were  os  fylHcnccd 
during  the  latter  part  cf  November  and  early  December.  '  Temperatures  were 
relatively  moderate  during  tho  operation  and  had  no  significant  affect  cn 
friendly  or  eneny  operations. 

9»  (C)  KRiSION:  B  Troop  7/17  Cavalry  was  tasked  to  perform  air  and  ground 
reconnaissance  as  an  economy  of  force  unit  in  general  support  of  tho  23rd 
AUVN  Division.  D  Troop  7/17  Cavalry  had  tho  mission 'of  providing  airmc- 
bllo  reaction  force  for  B  7/17  and  socured  the  ASP  at  Ban  lie  Thout-East. 

10.  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  OPE.  ATIOH:  In  response  tc  indicators  that  large  eneny 
forces  were  preparing  X  r  an  offensive,  the  iith  Infantry  Division  organ¬ 
ized  TF  FIGHTAR,  B  Tr^cp  and  D  Troop  7A7  Cavalry  were  deployed  to  Ban 
He  Thout-Dnst  end  commenced  operation  in  this  assigned  AO.  With  D  Troop 
providing  reaction,  3  Tr  up  initiated  extensive  aerial  reconnaissance. 

On  November  11,  TF  FIGHTER  was  dcsolvcd  and  1st  Brigade,  Uth  Infantry 
Division  assumed  control  of  the  operation  (SPREAGINS  VFHITE).  The  Brig¬ 
ade  mission  was  to  conduct  a  pacification  program  relieving  the  ,'JWN  el¬ 
ements  disposed  in  tho  vicinity  of  Bid!  HE  TKOUT  tc  permit  then  to  rein¬ 
force  BU  PKANQ  and  DUC  LAP  Special  Forces  camps.  B  Trcop  continued  its 
mission  of  reconnaissance  on!  surveillance.  D  Troop  was  relcasea  from 
OPCON  on  11  November  and  returned  to  Squadron  Control  at  Camp  Enari. 

11.  (C)  EXECUTION? 

a.  Issuance  of  orders:  TASK  FORCE  FIGHTER  was  formed  by  verbal 
order  of  the  Uth  Infantry  Division,  B  and  D  Tr>  op  deployed  cn  order  un¬ 
der  7A7th  Cavalry  OPLAd  9-69,  effective  30  August  69.  B  and  D  Troop 
moved  overland  and  by  organic  aircraft  and  established  a  forward  base  at 
BAN  ME  THOUT-EAST  on  31  August  1969.  Initial  coordination  was  effected 
with  the  23rd  ARVN  Division  and  Special  Forces  Team  A-236  at  BU  PR/EG. 
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(YU493557).  A  liaison  team  was  collocated  with  Team  A-'2'16,  I)  Troop  (-) 
was  airlifted  to  CIA  NCHIA.  One  platoon  was  left  at  bXn  ME  TIIOUT-KAST 
to  assist  in  perimeter  guard  and  ASP  security. _ / _ _ _ _ , 


b.  TASK  FORCE  FICHTKR  significant  activities: 

(1)  l  September  1969:  B  Troop  commenced  operations  in  the 
vicinity  of  BU  PRANG.  D  Troop  repositioned  one  platoon  at  BU  PRAtJC  to 
s’rve  as  a  reaction  force.  No  significant  findings  were  reported. 

(2)  5  September  1969:  B  Troop  aircraft  drew  ground  to  air  fire 
vicinity  YU442608.  Aerial  RifLe  PLatoon  inserted  and  confirmed  four  NVA 
KIA  from  AH- 1G  attack  helicopters  from  B  Troop.  A  bunker  complex  was 
also  found  in  this  area. 

(3)  6-7  September  1969:  Weather  precluded  extensive  visual 
reconnaissance. 

(4)  8  September  1969:  Numerous  bunkers  and  foxholes  were  ob¬ 
served  vicinity,  YU626468.  Fields  in  the  area  and  trail  usage  indicate 
activity  of  a  platoon  size  clement. 

(5)  11  September  1969:  An  LOH  observed  two  enemy  evading  into 

a  bunker  complex  at  YU656537.  The  ARP  was  inserted  and  swept  the  area, 
finding  fifty  bunkers.  The  two  enemy  fled  the  area. 

(6)  14  September  1969:  While  enroute  to  CAMP  BU  PRANG,  twenty 
enemy  soldiers  riding  bicycles  and  armed  with  AK-47  were  seen  at  YU640 
540.  The  enemy  took  cover  and  the  weather  closed  in  before  the  situation 
could  develop.  Later,  an  LOH  spotted  one  enemy  near  a  bunker  complex. 
Numerous  ground  to  air  fire  reports  were  received.  The  attack  helicopters 
engaged  the  area  with  unknown  results. 

(7)  17  September  1969:  A  VR  was  performed  in  BA203  with  num¬ 
erous  sightings  made  of. bunkers,  structures  and  recent  activity  within 
the  past  48  hours.  A  Base  camp  area  was  discovered  vicinity  YU489324. 

The  area  within  2,000  meters  of  this  area  was  being  cultivated.  Several 
storage  structures  were  found  and  destroyed.  One  enemy  was  engaged  and  ~ • 
killed  at  YU489323  and  three  others  were  killed  at  YU473319. 

(8)  20  September  1969:  Enemy  activity  was  prevalent  through¬ 
out  BA203.  D  Troop  convoy  received  B-40  rocket  fire  and  sniper  fire  at 
AQ858337.  Fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results. 

(9)  21  September  1969:  Concern  was  mounting  over  the  increase 
enemy  indication  in  BA203.  B  Troop  was  targeted  in  this  area  for  several 
to  follow.  At  YU465319,  two  enemy  soldiers  were  engaged  and  killed 
while  working  on  a  12x40'  bridge. 
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(10)  22  f.ptnier  197.'),  B  Tr. .  p  r.  c.  ivt-rt  th..  First  casualty  -  f  the 
opcratii n  at  V'7331t>.  A  14T1I  ri.c>.-lv..<!  rrf-uiw'-ic— air  tiro,  curtained  two 
hits  and  i  xo  r.f  iced  m  tix-  failure-.  *il in  pilrt  va;;  i  ; ended  in  the  li.g. 

The  aircraft  erv.h.:!  cr.it. in, t  r-i.i  r  (,:rriy.  The  Ah?  ran  Inserted  t?--  t.  euro 
thu  rJ.rcr.it  an-  ere.*.:,  liu; r.  us  bunkt  ra  mi  l  trails  chewing  riant  ur-.pc- 
were  feus  1  in  i.\;  rru.a. 

(11)  23  Septet  ixr  1979:  Werking  iv  nth  i  f  CAM?  B’J  PR/JIG,  nui  crus 
tunhvni,  atmetWeS  and  train  were-  licilul.  Crops  wore  being  harvested 
in  the  nxvn  daily* 

(12)  25  B  .ptcrfccr  1969:  A  g>ccsible  Mvrue  arm  irj  observed  scuthm.ct 
cf  BU  I'VJiu.  Five  cm- r 7  ct-lnicrs  were  observed  in  the  area  end  vert;  c nerved 
by  r.tt-ci:  h.Oie  ;  ierc  with  unknrwn  resells.  At  U!!.i0320,  two  rge/dis  were 
engaged  by  LC.i’j  and.  naudauj.  Gr»  ur.d-ic-r.ir  fire  vac  received.  The 

nuihi  r  of  encty  cn sanities  c>  uld  not  to  carfimed* 

(13)  26  Svptcmbor  196'-':  Reermri sar.ncc  revelled  that  the  r.r.cny  was 
ctill  cuitivt  hig  crops  in  2..203*  Fresh  trails  in  th  »  area  is. lie- .ted 
mcveixnt  by  c.  ;.pjr  rise  emery  f  rees  daily.  Several  strictures  were 
destroyed. 

(lh)  27  S.-ptenier  196?:  Attack  helicopters  er:~v*ed  an  entry  soilder  at 
7? 572312  resulting  in  cr.c  entry  KIA.  Two  r.achir.cf.un  positions  wore  located 
with  indication  of  usage  in  the  last  2it  hours* 

(15)  29  S_ntc:i)cr  1969s  B  Troop  concentrated  their  efforts  in  EA203 
with  sighting  of  structures  capable  of  housing  ferty  to  fifty  individuals* 

(165  30  September  1?6?:  Concern  r.s  mounting  over  the  area  north  and 
nort'.n.xst  of  litl  FRAliu*  Weather  had  precluded  B  Troop  fron  conducting 
ourvcil lance  in  that  .area  during  September.  B  Tree?  was  diverted  fren  BA203 
to  support  tiro  contacts  by  the  13  Force.  Results  of  the  engagement  were  not 
known. 


(17)  1-5  October  1969:  The  weather  perrdttcd  United  VR  in  the 
primary  area  cf  interest,  vest  and  northwest  of  BU  FRAMG.  A  few  trails 

were  observed  which  indicated  heavy  usage.  Trails  vero  hard  peeked^  No-  ~ 
direction  of  travel  could  be  determined. 

(18)  6-9  October  1969:  B  Troop  forced  out  of  AO  of  BU  FRA1JG  duo 

to  weather}  .and  conducted  VR  cf  3/4203.  Cerp  production  was  continuing  and 
signs  of  increased  activity  were  present.  Hew  structures  and  fighting 
positions  were  c'scuVrceij  Several  were  destroyed  by  gurships.  At  TC 529350, 
ten  structures  were  fired  on,  resulting  in  a  large  secondary  explosion. 

(19)  ID  October  1969:  B  Troop  reported  seeing  a  jet  aircraft  resembling 
n  KIG.  Tho  aircraft  headed  south,  crossed  the  CAI230DI/JJ  birder,  flew  through 
the  troop's  tactical  formation,  and  then  flew  north  into  CAMBODIA . 

CONFIDENTIAL 


33 


.A* 


.  s  r 


AVBCB-GC 

SUBJECT i  Combat  Operation  After  Action  Report 


This  occured  vicinity  of  7Uti059. 


10  February  1970 


(20)  12  October  19<j9i  Working  twenty  kilometers  c<  nth  of  BU  PRANG. 
9  Troop  aircraft  engaged  two  enemy  noldicra  armed  with  AK-JiT'a  resulting 
In  two  possible  KIA. 

(21)  13  October  1969s  A  BDA  of  a  heavy  airs trite  van  cmdnct&I 
by  B  Troop  vicinity  of  Ti>5032«  Later  VR  in  BA203  resulted  in  drawing 
ground  fire  on  three  different  occasions.  Attack  helicoptcra  engaged 
with  unknown  results. 


(22)  ll*  October  1969:  Along  the  berdur,  west  of  BU  PRANG,  aircraft 
observed  and  engaged  nine  enemy  soldiers  carrying  AKJtf'a  and  rucksacks. 

Six  KIA.  were  found  .after  gunshipa  engaged.  Another  enemy  soldier  * 

was  killed  at  TUliOl;592.  An  aircrrft  from  the  155  th  Anaoult  Helicopter 
Ccnpr.ny  reported  drawing  ground  firo  at  ZU02ii6,  B  Troop  responded,  engaged 
an  enery  c^und'end  cnnfirtxd  3  KIA  end  1  KBA. 

(23)  18  October  1969s  After  being  down  for  weather  for  threo  days, 

B  Troop  entered  the  AQ  west  cf  EU  PRANG.  LOH’s  observed  three  enery  riding 
bicycles.  Attack  helicopters  engaged  but  vegetation  precluded  sightings  of 
enemy  casualties. 

(2U)  20  October  1969:  B  Trocp  van  credited  with  four  enemy  KLV  in  an 
area  northwest  of  2J  PRANG#  Several  well  usod  trails  and  recently  cultivated 
fields  were  observed* 


(25)  21  October  1969s  Returning  to  the  sr.ro  AO  as  the  previous 

day,  z  Troop  aircraft  observed  numerous  indications  of  increased  enemy 
activity.  Several  structures,  bunkers  and  hidden  bicycles  were  destroyed. 
One  secondary  explosion  100'  high  was  observed.  One  VC  was  taken  under 
firo  requiting  in  1  VC  KIA.  * 


(26) 

differed 

(2?l 


22  October  1969:  Several  VC  were  engaged  west  of  BU  PRANG  on  two 
'occasions,  resulting  in  2  encry  KIA  and  1 1BA. 


26  October  1969:  Scouts  destroyed  tvio  Large  structures  and 
'observe?'! k  large  secondary  explosion  at  IU079757 •  Aircraft  ongaged  threo 
more  structures  Later  that  resulted  in  an  ad’Ltional  secondary  explosion 
and  one  enemy  KIA. 


(23)  27  October  196?:  Working  northwest  of  BU  PRANG,,  a  trail  was 
observed  that  indient-ad.  usage  by  at  least  fifty  individuals  within  tho 
last  2U*hi8  hours*  A  BOA  was  conducted  resulting  in  eight  structures  and 
two  KB/,  credited  to  the  Air  Force.  At  TJ106&U?,  B  Trr.ep  was  credited  with 
cno  KBA. 


(29)  28  October  196V:  South  of  51  PRANG,  -  no  individual  with  an 

AX 4:7  was  engaged  resulting  in  ore  KIA.  B  Troop  alsc  supported  a 
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1 rce.  B  Troop 

again  ;’dvi  r:  f.  an  V,-’.:  the  enemy  un  r  fire.  ltccultc  ’.:crc  unknown. 

At  llr>^  hum,  .1  .-unship  frc:s  the  h(3th  ..ssnult  Helicopter  Co.  was 
sh  it  :  cr-i:r.  widlc  in  cw  o:;t  of  FB  KAYE.  3  Troop  ccvcrert  the.  downed 
aircraft  an.’,  inserted  the  plntoc  n  and  one  plate  on  of  D  Troop  to  secure 
t!>.  aircraft.  I'x traction  was  net  made  moil  16h5  whc-n  the  bodies  of  the 
four  o x\ _ui  -..vjv  n crit.wd  from  the  wreckage* 

Dur..ng  tin  ai'U rnci  n,  r-ir  assets  of  B  Tit, op  supported  F3  iL'jiTHA  who 
wan  under  attack.  After  the  extraction  of  the  D  and  D  elements, 
tiio  LCi!  ’  a  an  ’,  attack  helicopters  again  returned  to  1'B  MARTHA  and  ro mined 
in  support  until  the  fire  base  was  evacuated  at  1700H.  Between  1700  and 
1730  hours,  two  different  sightings  of  enory  soldiers  were  nade.  Gun- 
chips  engaged  result  in;;  in  3  fUA. 

(32)  31  October  1969*  At  1130  hours  F3  KATE  cane  under  heavy  en¬ 
emy  fire.  Before  B  Trocp  could  arrive  cn  station  the  attack  had  ceased. 

A  VK  was  conducted  with  numerous  fighting  positions  observed.  At  17!:0  hours 
B  Troop  engaged  two  ,51  caliber  nachincguns  with  crows  resulting  in  6  OTA 
KIA  and  destruction  of  the  2  .51  caliber  nachincguns, 

(33)  1  Movenbcr  1969s  KB  KATE  was  again  attacked  and  the  order 
was  given  to  evacuate,  B  Troop  supported  contacts  nerr-FT!  KATE  and'  Camp 
BU  PldL’.G  ,  Gunships  and  LCH  3  were  credited  with  9  enemy  KBA  late'  in  the 
afternoon.  The  elements  at  F3  KATE  effected  a  linkup  with  forces  from 
CAMP  BU  PRA..J  and  returned  to  CAlIP  BU  PKAJIG. 

(3I1)  2  Uevenber  1969*  B  Trcop  conducted  a  VR  in  the  vicinity  of 

the  abandoned  FD  MYATHA.  Trails  with  direction  cf  movement  to  the  north 
and  northeast  were  reported,  Gcouts  followed  the  trails  to  the  northeast. 
At  approximately  1500  hours  the  lead  LOH  drew  ground  fire  sustaining  sev 
oral  hits.  The  pilots  flew  the  damaged  LCH  to  a  large  field  at  YU793658, 

Tho  trail  LCH  landed,  picked  up  the  crew  of  the  downed  aircraft  and  com¬ 
menced  to  take-off.  The  LOH  was  struck  several  times  by  enemy  mnehinegun 
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fire  causing  the  aircraft  to  crash  and  bum  on  impact.  An  AH-10  from 
B  Troop  attempted  to  assist  the  doomed  crew  members  and  also  shot 
down  and  crashed.  All  crew  members  miracuously  escaped  tho  crashes  and 
woro  seen  alive  on  the  ground  by  other  aircraft  in  the  area.  At  approx¬ 
imately  1520  hours  the  ARP  and  one  platoon  of  D  Trocp  were  inserted  in 
an  attempt  to  secure  the  downed  crows,  Numerous  enei^y  positions  wero 
observed  by  tho  ground  elements.  Attack  helicopters  kept  contincu3  fire 
on  tho  enemy  but  the  ground  elements  wero  unablo  to  reach  the  downed  crew 
menbers.  At  1600  hours  one  of  tho  downed  cm;  members  ms  seen  near  an 
opening.  During  the  attempted  pickup  the  rescue  helicopter  sustained 
eight  hits,  wounding  the  co-pilot  in  the  leg.  The  rescue  helicopter  re¬ 
turned  to  the  area  later  and  pickod  up  one  of  the  downed  aviators.  At 
20C0  hours,  rescue  effort r  were  aborted  and  tho  ground  elements  were  ex¬ 
tracted,  Attempts  to  link  up  with  the  downed  aviators  were  unsuccessful 
due  to  large  enemy  forces  in  the  area. 

(35)  3  Jlcvcnbor  1969:  Coordination  was  affected  with  the  23rd 

AR VN  Division  for  a  reaction  force  in  an  attempt  to  reach  the  crash  sito. 

At  163Q  hcur3  sufficient  assets  were  made  available  and  two  companies  of 
the  22nd  Ranger  Battalion  were  inserted  at  YU797667  and  started  moving 
toward  the  crash  site.  At  1609  hours,  the  enemy  initiated  en  attack  with  small 
arms,  automatic  weapons,  B— UO  rockets  and  mortars.  AH-1G3  from  3  Trccp 
supported  the  contact  along  with  airstrikes  end  artillery.  B  Trccp  guns’iips 
remained  over  the  unit  until  weather  forced  them  out  in  the  morning  hours. 

An  interesting  development  occurred  just  prior  to  insertion  of  the  ttangcr 
ccrrv'nios.  The  3  Trccp  ccmmcndor  menithdvd  a  radio  tr?r*ininsir-n  on  the  B 
Trccp  FI!  command  net  of  an  English  speaking  voice  saying  ,  "Hat  are  you 
locking  fer,  ycur  pilots  arc  safe  in  CASCDIA-"  A  olr.ssical  type  reel  cel 
program  followed,  then  another  transmission  in  an  unknown  foreign  language 
was  heard. 

(36)  1:  November  1969:  The  22nd  Ranger  0 empanioa  Ware  under  mortar 
attack.  3  Trocp  engaged  the  area  3iler.cing  the  mertars.  Throughout  the 
day  the  ground  elements  were  attacked  and  refused  to  be  extracted.  The 
23rd  ARVN  Division  Ccmrnndcr  ordered  the  l-53rd  Infantry  to  effect  a  link- 
up  and  reinfcrco  the  besciged  Ranger  companies  but  vero  at— eked  enreute. 

B  Trocp  continued  in  support  of  tho  ARVN  elements  and  were  credited  with 

15  kia. 


- (37)  7  Jlcvombor  1?69:  B  Trfiep  conducted  EPAcf  four  3-52  strikes 

vicinity  TU9U76  with  no  significant  findings .  D  Trccp  (-)  was  extracted 
frem  2U  PRANG  and  brought  to  BAN  12  TRCUT-EAST  to  juirs  tho  third  platoon 
which  was  conducting  ASP  Security  at  Rill  HE  TKOOT-EA3T. 

(38)  8  Mcver.ber  1959:  B  Trccp  supported  a  unit  in  contact  near  CAMP  BU 
PRANG ,  The  enemy  was  engaged  resulting  in  3  KIA  and  3  ABA.  Ono  aircraft 
took  ground  fire  and  received  three  hits. 

(39)  H  November  1969:  TF  FIGHTER  '.n3  dissolved  and  1st  Brigade, 

Uth  Infantry  Division  assumed  CPC 01  i  of  3  Troop.  Although  CPCAN  to 
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1st  Brigade ,  Uth  Infantry  Division*  B  Troop  received  their  missions  from 
thi.  23n.l  AiiVU  Division  an;’,  wan  in  general  support  of  then.  Missions  con¬ 
ducted'  for  the  1st  Brigade  wore  few  an!  involved  tr  aps  in  contact.  Oper¬ 
ations  SPUFMGIJ3  WHITE  commenced  on  the  11th.  One  aircraft  received  a  .50 
caliber  round  wounding  one  crowmenbor  onroute  to  BU  Ra.IJG  on  this  date* 

c.  OPERATIC;!  SPHEAGII*.  i.HIITE  Significant  Activities. 

(1)  11-15  November  1969:  Conducted  normal  Vit  vicinity  r.f  C/HP 
DUC  LAP.  D  Troop  was  released  to  Squadron  control  on  13  November  and 
returned  to  Camp  Ennrl. 

(2)  16  November  1969:  B  Troop  provided  support  for  CAMP  BU  Pil'd)! 
that  wasunder  a  stand-off  attack.  A  reconnaissance  cast  of  DUC  LAP 

-  indicated  a  large  enemy  force  w  as  moving  southwest.  A  rest  area  was  found 
at  ZU0082  large  enough  to  accommodate  250-300  individuals. 

(3)  19  November  1969:  Working  east  of  BU  PitANO,  B  Troop  aircraft 
engaged  a  large  enemy  fcrco  resulting  in  12  cneiiy  KIA. 

(1*1  22  <•!•-, vember  1969:  Aircraft  engaged  an  enemy  force  close  to 
BU  PiiAKG  c  1”  ght  era; Try  were  Id. lied  and  several  bunkers  and  structures  were 
located. 

(5)  23  !l  .\\;mbcr  1969:  Operating  vest  of  DUC  LAP  the  LOHs  engaged 
an  enemy  oj.viu.i’.t  after  receiving  ground  to  air  fire,  resulting  in  6  enemy 
FoA..  Several  bunkers,  structures  and  trails  wore  noted  while  conducting 
SU-voillancc  south  of  BAN  K3  THOUT-  EAST. 

(6)  2L  November  1969:  Elements  were  diverted  from  an  area  west 
u>"  DUC  LAP  to  provide  assistance  to  a  convey  under  attack  northwest  of 
DAN  ilE  THDUI.  Gvnships  engaged  the  area  with  unknown  results. 

(7)  26  November  1969:  LOHs  killed  one  soldier  east  of  DUC  LAP. 

(8)  2?  ■yZ  November  1969:  Weather  and  high  winds  limited  operations* 

(9)  1-1:  December  1969:  B  Troop  conducted  normal  reconnaissance 
in  the  vicinity  of  DUC  LAP  and  BU  P1LANQ  with  no  significant  findings, 

(10)  5  December  1969:  Two  trucks  from  B  Troop  received  small 
arms  fire  from  the  west  end  of  the  runway  at  BAN  HE  THOUT -LAST.  The 
aero-rifle  platoon  swept  the  area  with  no  findings.  Ono  individual  from 
Headquarters  Troop  roceived  a  slight  wound. 

(11)  9  December  1969:  Activity  was  subsiding  in  the  BU  PRANG 
and  DUC  LAP  areas.  B  Troop  received  the  mission  to  conduct  V  K  north  of 
DUC  LAP  to  dctormi.no  in  the  66th  Regiment  had  crossed  the  border.  F  or 
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the  next  three  days,  H  Troop  conducted  this  mission  with  nn  sightings  ind¬ 
icating  recent  activity. 

(12)  12  December  1969*  South  <  f  BU  PlL'.IE  an.;  LOH  received  ground 
to  air  firo.  Firo  was  returned  resulting  in  one  KBA. 

(13)  13  December  1969*  THE  AllP  was  inserted  in  nn  area  several 
kLlmnotors  north  of  DUC  LAP  to  confirm  aerial  si.htii>;s  of  oncry  activity. 

(lit)  Ui-16  Deconbor  1969*  Weather  rcstirctcd  activities* 

(15)  19  December  1969*  Workinf?  to  the  oast  of  DUC  LAP,  four  onm- 
pnna  were  destroyed  and  3  eneny  KBa  also  resulted* 

(16)  20  December  1969*  Operations  northwest  cf  DAN  ME  THOUT  pro¬ 
duced  signs  of  recent  activity.  Ons  enemy  was  on,  agod  at  TU8L6L73  result- 
inn  in  1  KBA. 

(17)  22  December  1969*  One  cnery  soldier  exchanged  firo  with  a 
LCH.  The  LOH  tuck  him  under  fire  re  suiting  in  1  enemy  KB/.. 

(18)  23  December  1969*  B  Troop  ARP  was  inserted  into  the  area  of 
tho  downed  aircraft  of  2  November.  All  indications  showed  the  enemy  bad 
not  attempted  te  strip  tho  aircraft.  All  equipment,  to  include  rvliot  and 
ammunition,  was  still  present.  One  American  body  and  the>  jJI-IG  attack 
helicopter  were  recovered.  The  two  LDHs  were  totally  destroyed  during  the 
crash  of  2  November. 

(19)  23-29  December  1969:  Reconnaissance  continued  with  nc  sig¬ 
nificant  findings. 

(20)  30  December  1969*  D  Troop  provided  convoy  escort  for  the  1st 
Brigade  move  from  BAN  ME  THOUT -EAST  to  CAMP  ENAIil.  B  Troop  moved  overland 
and  by  air  to  CAMP  EIIARI  and  reverted  to  Squndfon  control  on  30  December 
with  operation  SPRTAGHE  WHITE  terminating, 

12,  RESULTS' r 

a*  Enemy  Losaeat 

- JOA  KBA  WPNS  CIA  ¥PNS  PEST  STRUC  PEST  STRUC  DAM  MATERIEL  PEST 

55  61  lxAK-i*7  2xo50  61  31  6  bicycles 

caliber  HD  29  rice  troys 

- -  — . . - . -  •  3  rafts 

3  sampans 
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b.  Friendly  Losses: 

(1)  KlA:  1  L  ss  was  a  result  of  action  on  2  November.  One 
body  was  recovered  on  23  December  and  later  identified  ns  one  of  the  crevj 
numbers  that  were  shot  .’.own  on  that  day. 


(2)  Cl/.:  2  individuals  were  captured  folio  win-  ■  the  action  on  2 

November  an’,  were-  returned  to  U.S.  control  on  10  December. 

(3)  tHAs  2  As  a  result  of  action  on  2  November. 

(1*)  EQUIPMENT:  3  aircraft  destroyed 

— . — - -  ....  1  —  AH-1D  _ • 

2  -  LOH  .  .  - 

13.  (C)  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS  t 

a.  Supply;  ,  Class  III/,  and  Class  V  were  stored  at  CU  PRANG  SPECIAL 
FORCES  C7T!P.  Because  of  the  weather  resupply  could  not  always  meet  the 
demand  and  operations  were  hampered  on  occasions  as  a  result  of  this  con¬ 
dition. 

b.  Communications!  B  Troop  performed  reconnaissance  in  areas  that 
were  cut  of  ran1 77"  FM  communication.  All  liaison  perse  nnel  to  include 
the  one  located  at  CAMP  3U  PRANG  wero  furnished  with  portable  HF  radios, 
however,  the  aircraft  in  the  AO  did  not  havu  the  ARC -102  (HF)  radios.  D 
Tr.'ep  node  a  special  effort  to  keep  TASK  FORCE  FIG  NT  EH  and  1st  Brigade, 

Uth  Infantry  Division  informed  of  their  activities.  The  Iqck  of  communi¬ 
cations  resulted  in  late  reports  of  significant  information. 

Hi.  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES:  No  special  equipment  was  used, 
however,  3  Troop  used  a  technique  that  prnvod  effective,  while  conducting 
last  lii^it  visual  rcconnaiss.ance  around.  BAN  HE  THOUT.  Through  coordination, 
a  small  element  of  National  Police  was  picked  up  each  afternoon  and  in¬ 
serted  t‘.  question  any  suspicious  individuals  tbserved  by  the  scouts. 

15.  AN/JgSIS  AND  REC0bME’7DATI0;S: 

a,  Freo  World  Forces  have  limited  knowledge  of  the  proper  employment 
of  an  Air  Cavalry  Unit# 


(1)  Analysis!  On  numerous  occasions,  B  Troop  was  diverted  from 
a  visual  reconnaissance  mission  to  support  units  in  contact,  although 
capable  of  performing  this  mission  there  is  other  combat  power  that  should 
bo  utilised  first  i.e.,  attack  helicopter  units,  .artillery,  tactical  air, 
etc.  To  divert  the  air  cavalry  troop  from  their  primary  mission  cf  recon¬ 
naissance  and  surveillance  for  extended  periods  of  time  reduces  the  intel¬ 
ligence  gathering  effort. 

(2)  Recommendations :  That  commanders  of  Free  World  Forces  and 
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their  Vietnam  advisors  be  made  aware  of  the  proper  employment  of  air  cavalry 
to  include  capabilities  and  limitations. 

b.  Coordination  between  Free  World  Forces  was  fair. 

(1)  Analysis;  B  Troop  was  called  into  areas  that  were  "alledgedly"  cleared 
for  their  operation,  only  to  discover  air  strikes  in  progress  or  friendly  units  in 
the  area.  On  one  occasion,  the  unit  was  cleared  into  an  area  that  had  recently  boon 
scoded  with  bomblots.  Only  through  discussion  with  an  Air  Force  Forward  Air 
Controller  was  this  discovered.  Coordination  between  A RVli,  HIKE  FORCES  was  SPECIAL 
FORCES  was  difficult  at  times. 

(2)  Recorancndatlonsi  That  tactical  headquarters  be  established  to  control  nil 
operations  in  a  particular  area  in  order  that  subordinate  units  can  of foot  the 
necessary  coordination  and  fire  control  essential  to  n  tactical  operation. 

c.  Reactions  to  the  sightings  made  by  the  air  cavalry  troop  were  minimal. 

(1)  Observation;  Although  B  Troop  was  usod  in  an  c  canopy  of  force  role,  no 
action  was  taken  on  their  sightings.  The  ARVN  forces  were  not  prepared  to  react 
as  evidenced  by  the  action  on  2  November.  It  took  approximately  25  hours  to 
organize  a  reaction  force.  Once  conrdtted  the  Ranger  units  fought  well  against 
overwhelming  odds. 

(2)  Rc commendations:  That  commanders  of  Free  World  Forces  be  prepared  to 
react  with  appropriate  combat  power  to  sightings  marie  by  an  air  cavalry  unit. 

d.  The  use  of  D  Troop  (ground  cavalry  troop)  for  extended  periods  as  ASP 
guard  and  ready  reaction  force  was  poor  utilization  of  a  reconnaissance  clement. 


(1)  Analysis;  For  over  two  months  the  troop  remained  static  in  a  security 
and  reaction  force  role.  The  effective  Intelligence  gathering  capability  anri 
economy  of  force  rolo  of  the  unit  was  lost  during  this  period. 

(2)  Recommendations;  That  the  ground  cavalry  not  be  employed  In  a  static 
security  role.  If  it  does  become  necessary  to  task  the  troop  with  such  a  nisei  or., 
that  it  be  done  only  for  a  Usd. tod  period  of  tine. 


/* 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMT 
HEADQUARTERS ,  TTH  SQUADRON,  17I’H  CAVALKI 
APO  San  Francisco  96262 

AVHACB-GC  10  February  1970 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report 


THRU:  Commanding  Officer 

17th  Combat  Aviation  Group 
ABO  9621*0 

Cormanding  General 
1st  Aviation  Brigade 
APO  96381* 

Commanding  General 
USAHV 

APO  96375 

TO:  Connanding  General 

MACV 

ATTN:  MACJ3l*3 
APO  96222 


1.  (U)  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION:  Operation  allTlER  -  Experimental  Hanger/Air 
Cavalry  Operation. 

2.  (U)  DATES  OF  OPERATION:  16  December  1969  -  23  January  1970 

3.  (C)  LOCATION:  n  Corps  Tactical  Zone;  Plciku  and  Binh  Dinh  Provinces;  Map, 
Vietnam  1:58,056'  series  -  LTOli*;  Sheet3  6637  H  and  IH,  6636  I  and  IV,  6737  II 
and  HI,  6736  I  and  IV  . 

1*.  (C)  C 01-HAND  AND  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS: 

a*  The  overall  control  of  the  operation  was  under  the  l*th  Infantry  Division. 

b.  The  ?th  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  was  responsible  for  mission  accomplishment. 


5.  REPORTING  OFFICERS: 

•  — .  - .  . 

. .  "7 - - —  . .  . 

LTC  GEORGE  S.  MURHT 

CO,  7A7  Cav 

16  Dec  69  -  23  Jan  70 

2IAJ  RONALD  G.  MAZSON 

CO,  A  Trp  7A7  Cav 

16  Dec  69  -  23  Jan  70 

CPT  KIM  H.  0L26TEAD 

CO,  K-7S  Ranger  Co 

16  Dec  69  -  23  Jon  70 

CPT  KENNETH  G.  • 

CO,  D  Trp  7A7  Cav 

16  Dec  69  -  23  Jan  70 
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6.  TASK  ORGANIZATION  t  7/l7th  Air  Cavalry  Squadron  (-)  consisting  of  A,  3  and  D 
Troops  anti  K-'fc)  tlanger  Company. 

7.  <U)  SUPPORTING  FORCES: 

a*  ljtli  Infantry  Division  provided  two  UH*-1H  and  two  attack  helicopters  on  a . 

daily  basis  to  conduct  insertions  anil  extractions  of  the  Ranker  teams. 

b.  No  artillery  was  placed  DS  to  this  operation  but  artillery  used  on  a 
routine  basis  against  enemy  sightings.  Results  were  unknown. 

8.  (c)  INTELLIGENCE:  The  area  targeted  was  a  reconnaissance  sene  for  the  3rd 
Brigade,  Itth  Infantry  Division.  No  Free  world  Forces  hod  conducted  operations  in  the 
area  for  approximately  three  months.  Although  trails,  overlays  and  harl-tarct 
lists  were  available  from  previous  operations,  no  firm  intelligcnco  or  identity  jf 
eneny  units  was  available  for  tho  area.  Intelligence  data  did  indicate  that  the 
h08th  SAPPER  BATTALION  conducted  a  training  school  some  distance  to  the  north  cf  the 
operational  boundary.  It  was  also  felt  that  small  groups  wore  sent  south  to  obtain 
food  and  supplies  from  the  low  lands, 

a.  Cover  and  Concealments  The  terrain  throughout  the  area  varied  from  double 
canopy  Jungle  to  sparsely  wooded  areas.  One  abandoned  tea  plantation  was  centered  in 
the  area  of  operation.  Cover  and  concealment  favored  the  onsny  during  aerial 
reconnaissance  affording  them  good  observation  points  throughout  the  area, 

b«  Obstacles:  The  area  contained  no  obstacles  to  foot  movement.  Movement  in 
the  Jungle  terrain  was  slow  but  possible.  Due  to  the  nature  of  this  operation,  hi- 
s peed,  well  used  trails  were  used  and  the  Hanger  teams  selected  their  observation 
points  along  these  trails.  There  were  two  large  rivers  in  the  area  that  precluded 
wheel  vchidLe  movement.  This  hampered  D  Troop  (ground  cavalry  troop)  in  their 
operation*.  Thin  was  overcome  by  utilizing  them  in  an  ainaobile  role. 

c.  Observation;  In  tho  Jungle  areas,  observation  favored  neither  the  friendly 
nor  the  eneny  elements.  In  the  relatively  open  areas,  observation  favored  the  Ranger 
elements.  The  enemy  could  be  sighted  from  the  Rangers  concealed  positions  and  combat 
power  brought  to  bear  on  then. 

d.  Weather:  Weather  was  good  except  for  occasional  high  winds.  Humidity  was 
average,  temperature  ranged  from  55°  at  night  to  75°  during  the  days.  Ceilings  and 
visibility  were  unlimited  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  days. 

9.  MISSION:  The  primary  mission  was  to  gather  intelligence  within  the  area  with  a 
secondary  purpose  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  placing  LONG  RANGE  HECONJLJ'SS.JJCE 
PATROLS  (LRRP)  GPCCM  to  an  air  cavalry  unit,  to  develop  techniques,  and  to  identify 
problem  areas. 

10.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION:  This  concept  was  to  esploy  UUtP  teams  in  an  AO  to  develop 
intelligence.  As- this  is  the  basic  function  of  air  cavalry,  the  LRK?  teams  added  depth 
to  this  effort  and  provided  another  collection  agency.  In  addition,  the  rapid 
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lightings  that  vns  provided  by  tiu.  air  cavalry  units  greatly 
tinr.s  in  pirforming  tLu.ir  mission.  By  coordinating  the  effort, 
be  employed  in  are  as  adjacent  to  where  A  Troop  was  conducting 
and.  D  l'roop  was  conducting  ground  reconnaissance.  Thi3  teclmique 
te ms  to  observe  or  ambush,  .as  appropriate,  any  one  attempting  to 


11.  (C)  EXECUTION:  Uth  Div  VilSi  0  127-69  (U) 


a.  Issuance 
placed  under  operr 
at ion  had  been  cor 
'bf  December. 


Of 


Orders:  Effective1  16  December  1969,  the  K7S  Hanger  Co  (-)  was 
rational  control  of  the  7th  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry'.  Prior  coordin- 
tecl  and  the  first  eight  teams  were  deployed  in  the  AO  on  thf  16th 


rjplv. 


b,  Signific.ar  t  Activities! 

(1)  16  Decembers  tight  teams  were  inserted  in  the  AO. 

(2)  lfi  Decembers  At  08!i5  hours,  one  team  was  engaged  with  small  arms.  The.  tear! 
returned  fire  with  M-16  and  fragmentation  gre.andcs.  A  Troop,  viorking  in  an  adjacent 
AO  was  diverted  and  wan  on  station  at  0852.  Scouts  from  A  Troop  attempted  to  locate 
the  entry  force.  [At  0955,  the  aero -rifle-  platoon  was  inserted  along  with  one  platoon 
of  D  Troop  to  conduct  a  ground  search  of  the  area.  A  thorough  sweep,  of  the  area 
failed  to  locate  the-  enemy.  At  the  end  of  th..  day  eleven  teams  were  either  in 
ambush  or  observation  positions. 

(3)  19  December:  A  L.iRP  team  spotted  20  eneny  soldiers  at  0850  hours.  A  Troop 
responded  and  was !  overhead  within  eight  minutes.  The  enciy  could  not  be  fixed,  however 
six  enemy  soldiers  were'  sighted  3  kilometers  away.  The  aero  rifle  platoon  and  two 
platoons  of  D  Troop  were  inserted  to  search  the  area  but  the'  enemy  soldiers  could  net 
be  found.  Two  women  were  detained.  Seven  more  LHRP  teams  were  inserted  and  three 
extracted,  leaving  fifteen  t-cans  in  the  AO. 

(h)  20  Decembers  The  same  LilRP  team  that  had  a  sighting  on  19  December  had 
two  more  sighting's  of  15  and  19  enemy  soldiers  walking  by  their  position.  A  1'rcop 
responded  ami  •o*,q'  unable  to  fix  the  enemy.  The  term  was  then  extracted  and  scon  after 
the  scouts  observed  anti  engaged  two  enemy  resulting  in  two  iCL..  The  aero  rifle 
platoon  was  inserted  in  an  attempt  to  make  contact  on  the  ground  with  no  results. 
Thirteen  teams  remained  operational  in  the  field. 

(5)  21  Decembers  A  LRR?  team  watching  a  trail  observed  four  individuals  and 

sprang  an  ambushj  Pour  rucksacks  containing  miscellaneous  documents  were  captured. 

An  extraction  was  made  so  that  immediate  readout  of  the  documents  could  be  acC'.n- 
plishid.  Eight  teams  were  extracted  and  six  were  inserted  for  a  total  of  13  teams  in 
the  .'X),  One  of  th^  teams  inserted  had  the  mission  of  establishing  ar.  ambush  in  the 
vicinity  of  th^  sightings  cn  20  Dccenbor. 


(6)  22  Dcce 
BR021U32  spotted 
VC  and  captured 


mber:  LARP  team  moving  into  position  to  observe  a  trail  at 

three  individuals.  Establishing  a  hasty  ambush,  they  wounded  two 
Cne  aim,  with  an  A  K-L7  and  two  rucksa.cks.  A  Troop  ARP's  were 
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inserted  and  swept  tb.  art  a*  with  negative  n  suits.  At  1620,  th«.  iJtPs  w<  re  ilivirtod 
to  assist  the  ambush  team  inserted  on  21  December.  The  UdtP  ambush  initiated 

contact  killing  three’  VC  AW/.,  captured  one  l-L.T-\9,  cne  /JC-Jt7,  and  two  rucksacks. _ 

At  l82fl,  A  Trocp  attack  b  lie  opto  rs  wt.ro  on  station  and  provided  cover  for  the 
v/ith<lrawal  of  the  LRHP  ambush  to  nn  1C.  The  teams  were  extracted  at  1915  hours  bjr 
use  of  rope  lad.di  rs. 

(7)  23  December:  A  Troop  workeil  tb  LKRP  contact  areas  of  22  December.  The 
scents  killed  2  NVA.  The  kills  were  confirmed  by  the  aero  rifle  platoon  which  had 
boon  inserted  in  the  area. 

(8)  2U  December:  All  toons  were  withdrawn  from  tho  j.O  for  the  ce.asc  fire  period. 

(9)  26  ikeenbe  r:  The  teams  we* re  phased  back  into  the  AO  with  six  teams  being 
inserted. 

(10)  27  Doccrdjer:  At  1626,  a  iliRP  Team  initiated  contact  with  an  unlcnevn  si?e 
enemy  force.  A  'In  op  reacted  and  were  on  station  at  l0h7.  At  1912  the  LRHP 

to  .an  had  swept  the  area,  cenfime>d  one  entry  KT&  and  captured  1  AJC— i*7  and  rucksack. 

(11)  20-31  December.-  Tho  teams  were  phased  out  of  tho  AO  in  preparation  for 
operation  WAINE  THRUST  vicinity  of  An  Kha. 

(12)  2-23  January:  7A7  Cav  (-)  and  K— 75  Ranger  Co  (-)  wore  placed  DS  to  1st 
Brig-dc,  Uth  Inf  Div  suonerting  OPERj.TIOtl  V'/JffJE  IHRUST.  The  coordinated  operation 
experienced  during  the  period  16-31  December  was  lacking  during  this  operation.  The 
aircr;ift  to  conduct  the  insertions  and  extractions  came  from  assets  allocated  to  the 
brigade.  Due1  tc  higher  priority  missions  the  aircraft  were  net  .always  av;iilo.blc  when 
required.  This  resulted  in  the  teams  not  being  inserted  prior  tc  the  maneuver 
elements  resulting  in  the  loss  of  valuable  intelligence  information.  Due  tc  the 
employment  of  the  ground  treops  the  proposed  location  of  tho  teams  were  changed  severa 
times  necessitating  needless  reconnaissance  missions  and  further  delaying  their  em¬ 
ployment.  The  squad.ron  was  assigned  higher  priority  missions  making  support  to  the 
team 3  less  responsive .  This  resulted  in  the  enemy  normally  evading  before  the  squr.drc 
could,  react.  On  23  January  the  tews  were  released  frem  OPCON  to  the  squadron  and 
pLaccd  in  direct  support  of  the  two  brigad.es . 

12,  (C)  RESULTS :  ’  . ‘  '  . -  - - - . •  -  . - 

na  Test  Phase:  16  December  -  31  December  1969 

(1)  Entry: 

(a)  KX/.:  8 

(b)  VIA:  2 

(c)  Detainees:  2 
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(«!)  CL.:  1 

( e)  Hoop,  ns  a4.  Equi  ru.nt:  16"  documents,  HL:  9,  iJC-U7:  3*  H.T-b9:  1. 

(2) — Friendly:  '-None  - . — - - - - - _ 


b.  OPERATION  V.’AXHL  Y:!hUST:  2  Jr.nu.iry  -  23  January  1970 

(1)  Entry:  Bone 

(2)  Friendly:  U  WIA  from  punji  strike  wounds# 


c,  GENERAL  COMMENTS t  During  the  teat  phase ,  interdiction  of  highway  19 
virtually  cense*,  From  nil  irnlicaticrB  enemy  morale  was  Icaivred  considerably. 

Constant  surveillance  w;is  present  in  the  area  twenty-four  hours  a  dry.  What  was 
thought  to  be  an  area  free  of  encry  forces  wa3  found  i c  be  quite  active#  Almost 
every  major  trail  in  the  area  was  being  observed.  The  enury  was  forced  to  ccaso 
movement  or  risk  do  tactic  n.  Much  intelligence  was  gained  from  the  operation#  The 
most  significant  r.sult  cf  this  operation  was  th»  Jet-,  rninntion  that  LRRP/Cavalry 
operations  arc  highly  successful  when  givon  the  latitude  and  provided  the  asset; 
to  perform  the  mission. 

13k  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES; 

a#  The  entire  operation  can  be  classified  as  a  special  technique.  The  ranger 
effort  augmented  the  normal  air  cavalry  functions  cf  reconnaissance  and  surveillance. 
The  cavalry  cori^lcmcntcd  the  ranger  activity  by  rapidly  reacting  1;  sightings, 
reinforcing  arxl  cxpleitati  n  when  necessary. 

b.  By  employing  all  assets,  i.e.  the  ground  cavalry  treep  in  the  portion  of  the 
AO  that  was  trafficablc,  the  air  cavalry  in  rugged  terrain  and  the  LRRP  teams  targe  ted 
on  trails,  a  thorough  coverage-  of  the  area  was  obtained.  The  average  daylight 
rear  Hon  of  the  air  cavalry  .tree p  was  five  minutcSj#  At  night,  the  troop  could  react 
within  25  minutes. 

'  '  •  •  l 

c#  The  ARP  was  used  on  one  occasion  to  reinforce  a  LRRP  team.  The  ARP  was 
later  extracted  and  the  LRRP  team  established  an  ambush.  Approximately  an  hour  .after 
the  /HP  was  extracted,  the  LRRP  team  sprang  the  aaqush  killing  one  cncny  and 
_capturlng  an  AJC-U7  and  rucksack. 


1U.  AHRUSIS  AND  REC0MMENDATI0H5 t 

a.  Operations  of  this  nature  should  bo  used  in  areas  where  limited  intelligence 
exists . 

(l)  Analysis:  Prior  to  this  operation,  only  a  herd  target  list  and  trail 
overlays  were  creailr.blo  cf  the  AO.  No  known  enemy  units  were  identified  in  the  area 
and  the  area  was  thwart 'to  be  void  of  enemy  aotivity.  By  saturation  of  the  area 
with  LRRP. teams,  much  intelligence  was  gained,  the  interdiction  cf  Highway  19 
virtually  ceased,  and  cncny  supply  linos  to  the  lowlands  were  disrupted# 
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(2)  Rcc^nmon  !atl>  ns  t  That  «■  wrarv^era  ovr.luato  the  feasibility  cf  using 
MRP/Air  Cavalry  LpTrcTToia  ir  area  wlioro  intelligence  data  Is  lacking, 

b,  Use  of  MIU’/Air  Cavalry  as  a;  ocontny  of  force  measure.  . — " —  — 

(1)  Analysis*  IK'.P/Air  Cavalry  >  perations  can  be  utilised  tc  acroen  largo 
areas  cf  cptratTTn  freeing:  maneuver  units  tc  be  deployed  against  known  enemy  con- 
centratiens.  The  area  cf  operation  f!cr  the  toot  pha3e  measured  thirteen  kilometers 
by  forty- five  kill,  motors  with  terrairl  varying  from  thick,  mountainous  Jungle  to 
lew  I lands  with  aperao  undergrowth.  The  area  was  effectively  screened  and  enemy 
movement  detached. 


|(2)  Recoimcndatlonst 
in  large  areas,  freeing 


comnnde 


That  ccsrianr'.ers  consider  this  method  of  employment  to 
maneuver j elements  tc  concentrate  on  known  onejy  forces. 


c,  Dso  cf  uJlT/Air  Cavalry  to  proceed  a  major  operations 

(1)  Analysis j  Although  not  tested  by  this  unit,  MRP/Air  Cavalry  operations 
in  a  designated  area  prior  to  major  Offensive  operations  is  a  valid  enplcymcnt. 

By  employing  MRP  teams  tc  target  an  area,  excellent  intelligence  data  can  bo 
obtained.  Commanders  must  realise  that  li  may  take  three  to  five  days  to  develop 
an  area  adequately.  Using  air  cavalry  to  conduct  reconnaissance  in  the  area  before 
commencement  cf  the  operation  would  make  maximum  utilization  of  air  and  ground 
assets  ns  targots  could  be  fully  developed. 

(2)  Recommendations t  That  coninanders  having  MRP/Air  Cavalry  assets  use 
tlio^b  valuable  intelligence  gathering  elements  in  conjunction  with  each  other 
to  achieve  maximum  utilization  of  both  units. 


GEORGE  5.  MURRY 


LTC,  AR 
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1.  (C)  ilrcral't  Strength  ao  of  31  J"n  1970t 


CT-6A 

AH-1G 

1JH-1H 

TOTAL 

UNIT 

irroi 

Auth/iVSO 

Auth/ASG 

Auth/ASO 

KQ  TROOP 

— . — 

— 

7/5 

9/5 

A  TROCP 

10/8 

9/9 

8/8 

27  /  25 

B  TROOP 

10  /  9 

9/9 

8/8 

27  /  26 

C  TROOP 

*0/6- 

9/9 

8/  8 

27  /  23 

TOTAL 

30  /  23 

27  /  27 

31/29 

80  /  79 

2.  (C)  Average 

Aircraft  Availability  by  Troop  by 

Typo  Aircraft  1  Nov  6? 

-  31  Jan 

70: 

UNIT 

0H-6A 

AH  -10 

UH-1H 

HFT 

. 

85?  OR 

1?  NORS 

lit?  NORM 

A  TROOP 

72?  OR 

•  78?  CR 

70?  OR 

5?  NORS 

U?  NCRS 

U?  NCRS 

23?  NCRM 

18?  NORM 

26?  NORM 

B  TROOP 

90?  CR 

7  U?  OR 

77?  CR 

2?  NORS 

5?  NCRS 

5?  NCRS 

.  ..  ... 

8?  NORM 

21?  NORM 

18?  NORM 

C  TROOP 

82?  CR 

75?  OR 

77?  CR 

2?  HORS 

2?  NCRS 

3?  NORS 

16?  NORM 

23?  NORM 

20?  NORM 

Inclosure  8 


f? 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 
*K)D  DIR  5200.10 


unclassified; 


unclassified;-  - 


•  v  \  •  n  : 


DD  ."“.1473 


I'NCLA'  ^ :  ' JH> _ 

V'  *itv  (  dm 


unclassified; 


